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PREFACE 

This report provides information on the number of prisoners under 

sentence of death during calendar years 1971 and 1972 in State correctional 

institutions, there having been no such inmates in Federal prisons in 

either year. Inmates are categorized by age, sex, race, offense, and time 

spent on death rOI'T. The report gives information on the nwnber of new 

death sentences meted out and the number of sentences disposed of by means 

other than execution, and it includes data charting annual trends in 

executions since the beginning of 1930. A brief summary of the legal 

status of capital punishment in the various States also is provided. 

The present report is one of the series on Capital Punishment p .... ~b­

lished periodically as part of the National Prisoner Statistics (NPS) program. 

The NPS was instituted to collect and interpret data on inmates of State 

and Federal correctional inptitutions, using a voluntary reporting system. 

It ""as jnitiated by the Bureau of the Census in 1926 and vms transferred to 

the Bureau of Prisons in 1950 and to the Law Enforcement Assistance Admin­

istration (LEAA) in 1971. Since 1972, the Bureau of the Census, acting as 

collecting agent for LEAA, has had responsibility for compiling the statis­

tical data required for the program. In addition to Capital Punishment, 

the NPS includes two other serial pUblications: Prisoners in State and 

E~deral Institutions and State Prisoners: Admissions and Releases. 

Two changes in format differentiate the present report from previous 

publications in the series. First, because differences in legal procedures 

and terminology among the States tended to limit comparability of the data 

on disposition of prisoners, the various types of transactions used to 

effect changes in sentences of death, including commutations, resentencings, 

new trials, and reversals o~" judgment, have been combined into a single 

category. Second, condemned persons who have escaped, been returned to the 

courts, or been transferred to such noncorrectional institutions as mental 

hospitals are now included in the count of inmates under sentence of death. 

Previouoly, such persons were dropped from the count of those awaiting 

execution, and i'lere picked up again as "other admissions" if and 1'1hen they 

\vere rettlrned to prison. As in previous years, i.l1mates under stay of 

execution or involved ~ the appeal process are incltrled in the count. 
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GENERAL FINDINGS 

Between December 31, 1970, and December 31, 1971, the number of 

prisoners on death row rose slightly, a contb\uation of the rumuaJ upward 

trend that had been evident since at least the end of 1961. Durir,g the 

next 12 months, hOivever, the prison population U!ider sentence of creath 

declined by 47 percent. The reversal of that ·trend and the lmprecedented 

magnitude of the decline stemmed chiefly from widespread changes ~~1 the 

status of sentences following the U. S. Supreme CO'llrt finding in t.:1e case 

of Furman v. Georgia, June 29, 1972, tbat the death penalty, :\s ::Lmposed 

up to tha.t time, amounted to "cruel and unusual punishment" in violation 

of the Eighth Amendment to the Constitution of the United States. 

Prisoners under sentence of death on December 31 

Although the number of prisoners under sentence of death decreased 

from 620 at the end of 1971 to 330 at the end of 1972, the latter figure 

was larger thffil that for December 31 of ffily ,year before 1965. The 

relatively large number of prisoners On death row at the end of 1972 Cffil 

be attributed to an acclUnulation of inmates unjer s'e~tence of death 

resulting from the gradual decrease in executions, beginning early in the 

1960's, ffild to their complete cessation after Jun.e 1967. Moreover, during 

the 6-month interval between the F~~~ decision ffild the end of 1972, no 

State abolished the death penalty, ffi1d courts in some States continued to 
impose death sentences. 

The geographical distribution of death rm'l inmates at the end of both 

1971 and 1972 revealed that such inmates were most heavily concentrated in 

the South. As shown in the following tabulation, in each of the 2 yeD.rs 

both the South ffild the West had a higher proportion of total inmates under 
sentence of death than their share of the general civilian population. 

Northeast 

North Central 

South 

West 

Percent of general Percent of total 
civilian population death row population 

2h 

28 

31 

17 

1 

1971 1972 

7 13 
16 

54 

23 

13 

30 
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The marked reduction bet\V'een the end of 1971 and the end of 1972 in the 

South's shat'e of the total death rO\,1 population can be attributed mainly 

to the large number of commutations granted in Florida during 1972. 

At the beginning of 1971, 31 States and the District of Columbia held, 

inmates under sentence of death; 27 States and the District of Columbia 

held such prisoners at the end of 1972. During the 24-month period, the 

number of death row inmates increased in seven jurisdictions--Arkansas, 

Distri<;:t of COlumbia, Kansas, Kentucky, Maryland, Mas::,achusetts, and New 

York. 1 The figure remained the same in Connecticut, Delaware, and 

Indiana, and declined in 24 States, including six--Nebraska, Nevada, New 

Hampshire, New Jersey, Ohio, and Te~~e5see--in which it reached zero. 

California had the largest number of inmates under sentence of death at 

the end of both years--105 in 1971 and 81 in 1972--and accounted for 17 

percent of the national t0tal at the end of the first year and 25 percent 

at the end of the second. California was followed in 1971 by Florida (84) 

and Ohio (50) and in 197~! by f~ouisiana (31) and Illinois (28). 

Prisoners under sentence of death in 1971 and 1972 were typically 

yOlL.'1g, although ages r&'1ged from 15 into the 70' s. In both years, the 

median age of death row 11lIna"~eS was 30 years. Inmates in the Northeast 

were slightly older than tho;3e in the other three regions, where divergence 

from the national median was minimal. Among the States, hOl'lever, there 

was substantial deviation, the median age ranging from 23 years to 45 years 

at the end of 1971 and from 21 ye&~s to 40 years at the end of 1972. A 

total of 14 prisoners in 1971 and 7 in 1972 were under age 20. 

Males comprised 99 percent of the total number of inmates under 

sentence of death in both years, thus predominating overwhelmL~gly as 

they have in the past. A total of six women were under sentence of death 

at the end of 1971, five in California and one L~ Ohio. The number at 

the end of 1972 was four, three 111 California and one in Georgia. All had 

been sentenced for murder. 

1 Kansas and New York had no prisoners under sentence of death at 
the beginning of 1971. 

. " .> ' 

Blacks historically have made up a proportion of "the total death row 

population in excess of their representation in the national population. 

At the end of 1971, they accounted for 52 percent of the total; at the 

end of 1972, 51 percent. In both years, whit~s constituted the remainder 

except for two American Indians, one Oriental, and one whose race was 

unreported in 1971 and one Oriental in 1972. On a regional basis, the 

proportion of blacks among prisoners under sentence of death was higher 

in the South than in the other regions, as noted in the tabulation below. 
Blacks as a percent of 
the general civilian 
population 

Northeast 10 

North Central 8 

South 19 

West 5 

Blacks as a percent of 
the total death row 
population 
1971 

48 

47 
66 
25 

1972 

53 

47 
68 

When the share· or blacks in the total population of each region was 

considered, however, black overrepresentation on death row was shown to 

be less pronounced in the South than in the other three regions. 

, 

Murder traditionally has accounted for a preponderance of death 

penalties handed down in the United States. In 1971, 538 prisoners, or 

87 percent of those on death row, had been convicted of murder. Convicted 

murderers numbered 297 at yearend 1972 and constituted 90 percent of all 

i11mates under sentence of death. Rape was the second most common offense 

charged to prisoners aTtJaiting execution. All inmates under sentence of 

death for rape--72 at the end of 1971 and 26 at the end of 1972--had been 

sentenced in jurisdictions in the South. Blacks comprised 89 percent of 

those awaiting e:<ecution for rape at the end of 1971 and 85 percent at 

the end of 1972. Ten prisoners at the end of 1971 and seven at the end 

of 1972 had been convieted of crimes other than murder and rape. These 

offenses included kidnaping, robbery, and assault perpetrated by a 
prisoner sentenced to a life term. 

The length of time condemned prisoners spend on death row has shown 
a marked increase since the early 1960' s. At th d f 6 e en 0 19 1, the median 
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time was 14 months; it was 40 months at the end of 1971 and 37 months at 

the end of 1972. Regionally, the Northeast recorded the highest median 

in both 1971 and 1972, 61 months and 52 months, respectively; the lowest 

in each year wa~in the West, 28 months and 31 months, respectively. 

Among all inmates lliAder sentence of death at the end of 1972, the longest 

period of time spent on death row was 18 years and 11 months. 

Death sentences imposed 

During 1971 and 1972, a total of 179 persons received sentences of 

death--104 during 1971 and 75 during 1972. The 1971 figure represented 

an 18 percent decrease from the total of 127 imposed during,1970, which 

was the highest number recorded since 1961. The even larger reduction 

during 1972, amounting to 28 percent, "indicated the reluctance of courts 

in most States to impose the death penalty in the wake of the Supreme 

Court decision in the Furman case. Thus, courts in only five States invoked 

the death penalty during the last 6 months' of 1972. 

Of the total death sentences meted out during 1971, 96 were for murder, 

'7 for rape, and 1 for kidnaping; during 1972, there were 66 for mur(-ler,~, 8 

for rape, and 1 for assault by a life prisoner. In both years, blacks 

constituted a majority of those receiving death sentences, accounting for 

51 percent in 1971 and 60 percent in 1972. As a group, persons newly 

committed to death row were young. In 1971, 57 percent were under age 26; 

the corresponding proportion in 1972 was 45 percent. At the other extreme, 

in 1971, only nine persons over age 40 received death sentences; in 1972, , 
the number was three. 

Dispositions from the death penalty 

The' status of 467 death row inmates was changed during 1971-72, 102 

in 1971 and 365 in 1972. The figure for 1972 1tlaS three times larger than 

that in any previous year. Of those whose status w?s changed, nine inmates 

(six in 1971 and three in 1972) died of natural causes; the remainder had 

t.heir status changed as the result of such actions as commutations, new 

trials 1 resentencings, and reversals of judgment. In both years, changes 

in status ivere distributed by type of crime in more or less the same 

propo:ption in ivhich each type of crime prevailed among the total death 
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.' rOt'l population. Similarly, distribution by race ~vas fairly proportionate 

to ~hat of the racial composition of the population under sentence of 

death. In each year, approximately half of those whose death sentences 

were put aside had spent at least 4 years on death row. l'he lonaest wait 
o 

among those whose status was changed in 1971 was 15 years and 5 months; 

among those in 1972, it was 13 years and 9 l1l0nths. 

Executions 

The 'year 1972 was the fifth in a row during which no one was executed 

in the United States, the last execution having ta~en place in Colorado 

on Jmle 2, 1967. During the period 1930-67, 3,859 pe~sons were executed 

under civil jurisdiction--3,826 by State authorities and 33 by the Federal 

Government. 
2 

Of the total executed, 3,334, or 86 percent, had been 

convicted of murder; 455, or 12 percent, had been sentenced for rape; 

and the remainder had been found guilt.y of such offenses as robbery, 

kidnaping, burglary, sabotage, aggravated assault, and espionage. 

Some three-fifths of the executions in the United States during 

1930-67 were carried out in the South, as shown below. 

Total 100 

Federal 

State 

Northeast 

North Central 

South 

West 

1 

99 
16 

10 

60 

13 
The largest single number of executions (366) took place in Georgia, 

followed by Neiv York (329). Three other States--California, North 

Carolina, and Texas--each carried out more than 200 executions during 
the 1930-67 period. 

, 2 During this pe~iod, the U.S. Army (including the Air Force) 
carrJ.ed out ,160 execut1.ons---1l.,,8 in 19Lr2-50j 3 each in 1954, 1955, and 1957; 
a?d 1 e~ch 1.n ~958, ~959t and 1961. Of the total, 106 were for murder 
(ll1cludll1g 21 ll1volvll1g rape), 53 were for rape, and 1 for desertion. 
The U.S. Navy has executed no one since 1849. 
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Over the 38-year period, blacks accounted for 54 percent of those 

executed, whites for 45 percent, and members of other races for 1 percent. 

The proportion of executions involving blacks varied significantly from 

year to year. Blacks made up some 72 percent of all those executed in 

the South during 1930-67; corresponding proportions for the Northeast, 

North CEmtral Region, and the West were 29 percent, 36 percent, and 

16 percent, respectively. The imbalance in the proportion of executions 

involving blacks was most pronounced with respect to rape. Whereas 

blacks accounted for 49 percent of those executed for murder during 1930-67 

(and 4l~ percent of those executed for "other" offenses), they made up 89 
percent of thos6, put to death for rape. In 9 of the years during the 

1930-67 period, blacks constituted all of those executed for rape, and 

only in 3 years did the proportion fall below 80 percent. IVith the 

exception of seven executions in Missouri, all executions of blacks for 
rape took place in the South. 

Of the total of 42 executions involving members of races other than 

white and black, 19 concerned .American Indians, 13, Filipinos; 8, Chinese; 

and 2, Japanese. Except for two American Indians executed for rape, all 

had been convicted of ml~der. During 1930-67, 32 women were executed, 

including 2 who were put to death by Federal civil authorities. 

Legal status of the death penalty 

At the beginning of 1971, capital punishment was illegal in 9 States-­

Alaska, Hawaii, Iowa, Maine, Michigan, Minnesota, Oregon, West Virginia, 

and vlisconsin--whereas 41 States, the District of Columbia, and the Federal 

Government had statutQj:'Y' authority to impose the death penalty for certain 

crimes or in specified circumstances which varied among the jurisdictions. 

All of these latter jurisdictions had authority to impose capital . 

punishment for murder, although in five States--Ne1.'1 Mexico, New York, 

North Dakota, Rhode Island, and Vermont--the penalty VIas applicable only 
in those homicides meeting certain restrictive criteria. 

Duripg the first part of 1972, California and New Jersey abolished 
the death penalty, although California restored it later in the year. 

After the Furm~ deciSion, most States began the process of reviewing 
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their death penalty statutes in order to eliminate the arbitrary 

sentencing provisions that the Supreme Court had ruled unconstitutional. 

Florida's law, the first passed after the Furman deCision, went into 

effect on December 8, 1972. The constitutionality of new laws and of 

revisions in old, as well as existing statutes under which prisoners 

awaiting execution were sentenced, will be decided by the courts as the 
appeal process takes place. 
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METHODOLOGY 

This report is based upon information for 1971 and 1972 provided by 

correctional authorities in the 50 States and the District of Colmnbia 

in response to a mail canvass and upon historical data appearing in 

previous reports in the Capital Punishment series. 

In the mail canvass, ec.ch jurisdiction was asked to list all 

prisoners under sentence of de~th during 1971 and 1972, to provide 

information on such characteristics as sex, race, date of birth, offense, 

for which sentenced, and date of first sentence to death, and to account 

for changes in inmates' status from the time they entered the jurisdiction's 

correctional system until death or other relief from capital sentence. 

Included in the count were condemned persons in States granting principal 

jurisdiction to the county of conviction if such persons had. at any time 

entered a State correctional facility. Excluded were prisoners under 

sentence of death who remained within local correctional systems pending 

exhaustion of the appeals process or who for other reasons had. not ever 

been committed to prison at the time of the canvass. If a capital sentence 

was imposed for more than one offense, only the most serious was tallied, 

although secondary offenses ~\lere footnoted. Multiple counts of the same 

offense were treated as a single offense. Incomplete data, as well as 

information inconsistent with earlier years, were augmented or clarified 

through telephone followups to the mail canvass. The final response 

rate was 100 percent. 
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Chart 1 .. Prisoners under sentence of death, December 31, 1971 
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Chart 2. Prisoners under sentence of death, December 31, 1972 
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Chart 3. Prisoners executed under civil authority in the United States: 1930-72 
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Table 1. Prisoners executed under civil authority in the United States, by race, offense and year: 1930-72--continued 

(For years 1930-59 excludes Alaska and Hawaii except for three Federal executions in Alaska: , 1939, 1948, 1950) 

-All offenses Murder RaRe other offenses1 . 
Year Total Vlhite Black Other Total White Black Other Total Vlhite Black Other Total White Black , 

f I r 
56 

, 

I 
1949 119 50 67 2 107 49 2 10 0 10 0 2 1 1 

, 

1948 119 35 - 82 2 95 32 61 2 22 1 21 0 2 2 0 
1947 153 42 111 0 129 40 89 0 23 2 21 0 1 0 1 
1946 131 46 84 1 107 45 61 1 22 0 22 0 2 1 1 I! ! 

" 1945 117 41 75 1 90 37 52 1 26 4 22 0 1 0 1 l 

1944 120 47 70 3 96 45 ~.8 3 24 2 22 0 0 0 0 
1943 131 54 74 3 118 54 63 1 13 0 11 2 0 0 0 
1942 .147 67 80 0 115 57 58 0 25 4 21 0 7 6 1 .' 

1941 123 59 63 1 102 55 46 1 20 4 16 0 1 0 1 I, \ 
1940 124 49 75 0 105 44 61 0 15 2 13 0 4 3 1 " . 

l 

ii-
i! 

1939 160 80 77 3 145 79 63 3 12 0 12 0 3 1 2 
I. 

i' 
1938 190 96 92 2 154 89 63 2 25 1 24 0 11 6 5 ! f-' 1937 147 69 74 4 133 67 62 4 13 2 11 0 1 0 1 V1 I 
1936 195 92 101 2 181 86 93 2 10 2 8 0 4 4 0 I: 

1935 199 119 77 3 184 115 66 3 13 2 11 0 2 2 0 
1934 168 65 102 1 154 64 89 1 14 1 13 0 0 0 0 
1933 160 77 81 2 151 75 74 2 7 1 6 0 2 1 1 
1932 140 62 75 3 128 62 63 3 10 0 10 0 2 0 2 
1931 153 77 72 4 137 76 57 4 15 1 14 0 1 0 1 
1930 155 90 65 0 147 90 57 0 6 0 6 0 2 0 2 

1 Includes 25 armed robbery, 20 kidnaping, 11 burglary, 6 sabotage, 6 aggravated assault, and 2 espionage. 



Table 2. Prisoners executed under civil authority in the United states, by State and year: 1930-72 

r Region and State Total 1972 1971 1970 1965-69 1960-64 1955-59 1950-54 1945-49 1940--44 1935-39 1930-34 .. 
~ United States 3,859 0 0 0 10 181 30l~ 413 639 645 891 776 ~ 
l: 

Federal 33 0 0 0 0 1 3 6 6 7 9 1 
J, Total State 3,826 0 0 0 10 180 301 407 633 638 88.2 775 ':. I a, Northeast 608 0 0 0 0 17 51 56 74 110 145 155 I ' . I Maine xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx t ; , I New Hampshire 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 : I Vermont 4 0 o \ 0 0 0 0 2 1 0 0 1 Massachusetts .27 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 6 11 7 :' Rhode Island 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 Connecticut .21 0 0 0 0 1 5 0 5 5 3 2 New York 329 0 0 0 0 10 25 27' 36 78 73 80 New Jersey 74 xx 0 0 0 3 9 8 8 6 16 24 Pennsylvania 152 0 0 0 0 3 12 19 21 15 41 41 I. ! 

I I-' North Central 403 0 0 0 5 16 16 ~..2 64 42 113 105 
0'-

Ohio 172 0 0 0 0 7 1.2 20 36 15 39 43 Indiana 41 0 0 0 0 1 0 2 5 2 20 11 Illinois 90 0 0 0 0 .2 1 8 5 13 27 34 Michigan 0 xx xx xx xx 0 0 0 o· 0 0 0 vJisconsin xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx Hinnesota xx xx xx xx xx x,'( xx xx . xx xx xx xx Im"la 18 xx xx xx xx 2 0 1 4 3 7 1 Missouri 62 0 0 0 1 3 2 5 9 6 20 16 North Dakota 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 South Dakota 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 xx xx Nebraska 4 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 2 0 0 0 Kansas 15 0 0 0 4 1 0 5 2 3 0 xx 

--------- - -



'rable 2. Prisoners executed under civil authority in the United states, by State and year: 1930-72--continued 

Region and State Total 1972 1971 1970 1965-69 1960-64 1955-59 1950-54 1945-49 1940-44 1935-39 1930-34 

South 2,306 0 0 0 2 102 183 244 , 419 413 524 419 
DelaHare 12 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 6 2 
Maryland 68 0 0 0 0 1 4 2 19 26 10 6 
District of Columbia 40 0 0 0 0 0 1 3 13 3 5 15 
Virginia 92 0 0 0 , 0 6 8 15 22 13 20 8 
t~est Virginia 40 xx xx xx xx 0 4 5 9 2 10 10 
North Carolina 263 0 0 0 0 1 5 14 62 50 80 51 
South Carolina 162 0 0 0 0 8 10 16 29 32 30 37 
Georgia 366 0 0 0 0 14 34 51 72 58 73 64 
Florida 170 0 0 0 0 12 27 22 27 38 29 15 ~ 

Kentucky 103 0 0 0 0 1 8 8 15 19 34 18 
Tennessee 93 0 0 0 0 1 7 1 18 19 31 16 
Alabama 135 0 0 0 1 4 6 14 21 29 41 19 
Mississippi 154 0 0 0 0 10 21 15 26 34 22 26 . l 
Arkansas 118 0 0 0 0 9 7 11 18 20 33 20 

I-' Luuisiana 133 0 0 0 0 1 13 14 23 24 19 39 
-..:t Oklahoma 60 0 0 0 1 i"' :; 3 4 7 6 9 25 

Texas 297 0 0 0 o. 29 25 49 36 38 72 48 
viest 509 0 0 0 3 45 51 65 76 73 100 96 

Ivlontana 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 4 1 
Idaho 3 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 0 0 0 0 
Wyoming 7 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 2 1 3 
Colorado 47 0 0 0 1 5 2 1 7 6 9 16 
New Mexico 8 0 0 0 0 1 1 , 2 2 0 0 2 
Arizona 38 0 0 0 0 4 6 2 3 6 10 7 
utah 13 0 0 0 0 1 4 2 1 3 2 0 
Nevada 29 0 0 0 0 2 0 9 5 5 3 5 
Washington l~7 0 0 0 0 2 2 4 7 9 13 10 

. ~: Oregon 19 xx xx xx xx 1 0 4 6 6 1 1 
California 292 xx 0 0 1 29 35 39 45 35 57 51 
Alaska1 xx xx xx xx xx xx 0 0 0 0 0 0 
i!~~~~:aiil xx xx xx xx xx. xx 0 0 0 0 0 0 

NOTE: xx signifies that the death penalty was illegal. 
1 A1aska and Hawaii are included in series beginning Janua~y 1, 1960, except for three Federal executions in Alaska. 



Table 3. Prisoners executed under civil authori.ty in the United States, by offense, race, and State: 1930-72 

other offenses 
Armed Kid-

All offens"s Mur§er RaEe Other1 
; 

Total robber;y: naping v 
Region and State . Total White Black Other Total White Black Other TO'Lel ] White Black Other Total White Black White Black White White Black ! 

; 

United States 3,859 1,751 2,066 42 3,334 1,664 1,630 40 455 48 405 2 70 39 31 6 19 20 13 12 t: 
! , , 

Percent 100.0 86.4 lL8 1.8 l ;.J;<l 

16 16 Federal 33 28 3 2 15 10 3 2 2 2 0 0 0 2 0 6 8 0 t 

Total State 3,826 1,723 2,063 40 3,319 1,654 1,627 38 453 46 405 2 54 23 31 4 19 14 5 12' 
:' 

Northeast 608 424 177 7 606 422 177 7 0 0 0 0 2 2 0 0 0 2 0 0 
l 

Na":'n· . xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx JL,,{ xx xx xx xx 
NevI HLt.mpshire 1 1 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

;,1 'J 

'I 

Vermont 4 4 0 0 4 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Massachusetts 27 25 2 0 27 25 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Rhode Island 0 0 0 0 0 0 O· 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

I-' Connecticut 21 18 3 0 21 18 3 0 -0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 en 
New York 329 234 90 5 327 232 90 5 0 0 0 0 2 2 0 0 0 2 0 0 
New Jersey 74 47 25 2 74 47 2~ 

-' 2 O. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Pennsylvania 152 95 57 0 152 95 57 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

North Central 403 257 144 2 393 254 137 2 10 3 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ohio 172 104 67 1 172 104 67 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Indiana 41 31 10 0 41 31 10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Illinois 90 59 31 0 90 59 31 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Michigan2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
vJisconsin2 0 0 0 0 0 O· 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Minnesota xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx 
Im-/a2

. 18 18 0 0 18 18 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Missouri 62 29 33 0 52 26 26 0 10 3 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
North Dakota 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Sou th Dakota2 1 1 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Nebraska 4 3 0 1 4 3 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Kansas2 15 12 3 0 15. 12 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 



Table 3. Prisoners executed under civil authority in the United states, by offense, race, and state: 1930-72-continued 

Other offenses 
Armed Kid-

All offenses Murder Rape Total robbeEX napi~ Other1 

Region and state Total White Black Other Total White Black Other Total White Black Other Total White Black White Black \~hite \~hi te Black 
" 

South 2,306 637 1,659 10 1,824 585 1,231 8 443 43 398 2 3'9 9 30 4 19 5 0 11 

Delaware2 12 5 7 0 8 4 4 0 4 1 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Maryland 68 13 55 0 44 7 37 0 24 6 18 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
} 
n 
~ . 

District of Columbia 40 3 37 0 37 3 34 0 3 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
~' I 

Virginia 92 17 75 0 71 17 54 0 21 0 21 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

vlest Virginia2 40 31 9 0 36 28 8 0 1 0 1 0 3 3 0 0 0 3 0 0 

North Carolina 263 59 199 5 207 55 149 3 47 4 41 2 9 0 9 0 0 0 0 9 

South Carolina 162 35 127 0 120 30 90 0 lJ.2 5 37 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Georgia 366 68 298 0 299 65 234 0 61 3 58 0 6 0 6 0 6 0 0 0 

Florida 170 57 113 0 133 55 78 0 36 1 35 0 1 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 

Kentucky 103 51 52 0 88 47 41 0 10 1 9 0 5 3 2 3 2 0 0 0 

Tennessee 93 27 66 0 66 22 44 0 27 5 22 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
I. 

I 

Alabama 135 28 107 0 106 26 80 0 22 2 20 0 7 0 7 0 5 0 0 2 

Hississippi 154 30 12~. 0 130 30 100 0 21 0 21 0 3 0 3 0 3 0 0 0 i ~ 

I-' Arkansas 118 27 90 1 99 25 73 1 19 2 1'( 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

'iJ Louisiana 133 30 103 0 116 30 86 0 17 0 17 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Oklar:oma 60 42 15 3 54 40 11 3 4 0 4 0 2 2 0 1 0 1 0 0 

Texas 297 114 182 1 210 101 108 1 84 13 71 0 3 0 3 0 3 0 0 0 

'I.'Jest 509 405 83 21 496 393 82 21 0 0 0 0 13 12 1 0 0 7 5 1 

Montana 6 ~. 2 0 6 l~ 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Idaho 3 3 0 0 3 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

v[yoming 7 6 1 0 7 6 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Colorado 47 41 5 1 47 41 5 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

New Mexico 8 6 2 0 8 6 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Arizona 38 28 10 0 38 28 10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

utah 13 13 0 0 13 13 o· 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Nevada 29 27 2 0 29 27 2 0 0 0 0 0 0, 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Washington 47 ~.o 5 2 46 39 5 2 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 

Oregon2 19 16 3 0 19 16 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

California 292 221 53 18 280 210 52 18 0 0 0 0 12 11 1 0 0 6 5 1 

Alaska3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Ha·."iaii3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0, 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

NOTE: :1_"'-;' signifies that the death penalty was illegal during the entire period covered by this table. ..-

1 In this category, the 8 Federal executions were for sabotage (6) and espionage (2). The 9 executions in N01~h Carolina and the 2 in Alabama were for 

burglary. In California, the 6 executions vvere for aggravated assault committed by prisoners under a life sentence. 
2 See Ta'bJ,3 16 for periods during 1'1hich death penalty \"ias in effect. . 
3 ,/Uaska and Hawaii abolished capital punishment in 1957, while territories. As States, Alaska and Havvaii are included in the series beginning 

tT:muary J., 1960. 



Table 4. Movement of prisoners under sentence of death: 1961-72 

Number of prisoners 1972 1971 1970 1969 1968 1967 1966 1965 1964 1963 1962 1961 

Under sentence of death, January 1 620 1607 524 479 434 415 351 322 298 268 266 219 
Received death sentence during year 75 104 127 97 102 .', '. 

85 118 86 106 93 103 140 
Other admissions2 0 11 33 33 20 5 0 12 3 7 7 0 
Executed during year 0 0 0 0 0 2 1 7 15 21 47 42 

Median elapsed time (in months) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 44.5 20.5 16.0 20.5 16.2 
Other dispositions 365 102 76 85 77 69 53 62 70 49 61 51 

Median elapsed time (in ~onths)3 46.6 52.2 54.4 35.7 32.6 40.8 31.7 33.3 23.5 22.4 16.6 18.7 
Under sentence of death, December 31 330 620 608 524 479 434 415 .:351 322 298 268 266 

Nedian elapsed time (in months) 37.0 39.7 36.7 39.2 33.2 28.9 29.5 30.8 26.8 24.0 16.7 lL~.4 

1 Figure revised from that of 12-31-70. See Table 6, footnote (3). ,~ 

2 i, 

Includes prisoners sentenced in previous years but reported late to the NPS program, and prisoners previously reported as transferred to a !r 
\' 

N mental hospital or escaped vJho were subsequently returned to death sentence status. 0 
3 Prior to 1968, includes those prisoners who were not reported to the NPS program until the following year. 

"" 



, 

Table 5. Movement of prisoners under sentence of death, by offense and race: calendar year 1971 F ' 

Reported under sentence of death 
Dis.J2ositions on 12-:21-71 

Reported under Received death ,Other Removed from Year recnived 
Offense sentence of death sentence during admis- Total death sentence Died Total 1971 Prior 

on 1-1-71 year sions1 status 

Total 2607 104 11 102 96 6 620 98 522 
Vlhite 279 1,.9 4 41 37 4 291 46 245 
Black 325 53 7 60 58 2 325 50 275 
Other 3 2 0 1 1 0 4 2 2 

Murder 518 96 11 87 82 5 538 91 447 
l'Ihite 263 45 4 37 33 4 275 42 233 
Black 252 50 7 49 48 1 260 L,.8 212 
Other '3 1 0 1 1 0 3 1 2 

Rape '78 7 0 13 12 1 72 6 66 
VJhite 7 3 0 2 2 0 8 3 5 
Black 71 3 0 11 10 1 63 2 61 : ... 
Other 0 ·1 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 

I\) 
Kidnaping 4 1 0 0 0 0 5 1 4 I-' 

\1hite 4 1 0 0 0 0 5 1 4 
Black 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
other 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Robbery 3 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 3 
White 2 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 2 
Black 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 
Other 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Assault by life 
prisoner 4 0 0 2 2 0 2 0 2 

White 3 0 0 2 2 0 1 0 1 
Black 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 
Other 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

1 Includes prisoners sentenced in previous years but reported late to the NPS program, and prisoners previously reported as transferred to a 
mental hospital or escaped who were subsequently returned to death sentence status. 

::1 Figure revised from that of 12-31-70. See Table 6 footnote (3). 



. , 
Table 5a. Hovement of prisoners under sentence of death, by offense and race: calendar year 1972 

Reported under senter.ce of death 
Dis:Qositions on 12-31-?L 

Reported under Received~ death Other Removed from Year received 
Offense sentence of death sentence during admis- Total death sentence Died Total 1972 Prior 

on 1-1-72 year sionsl status 

Totai 620 75 0 365 362 3 3.30 42 288 ; 
.. t 

vihite 291 30 0 159 158 1 162 15 147 
Black 325 45 0 203 201 2 167 27 Jl~O 
Ocher 4 0 0 3 3 0 1 0 1 . , 

Murder 538 66 0 .307 305 2 297 40 257 
\~hite ?-74 26 0 147 146 1 15.3 14 1.39 
Black '261 40 0 158 157 1 143 26 117 
Other 3 0 0 2 2 0 1 0 1 

Rape 72 8 0 54 53 1 26 1 25 
Hhi'ce 8 3 0 7 7 0 4 0 4 
Black 63 5 0 46 45 1 22 1 21 

I\) Other 1 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 
N 

Kidnapi.l1g 5 0 0 2 2 0 3 0 3 
1ilhite 5 0 0 2 2 0 .3 0 3 
Black 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Other 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Robbery 3 0 0 2 2 0 1 0 1 
vlhite 2 0 0 2 2 0 0 0 0 
Black 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 
Other 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Assault by life 
prisoner 2 1 0 0 0 0 .3 1 2 

-'" 
Vihite 1 1 0 0 0 0 2 1 1 
Black 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 
Other 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

1 Includes prisoners sentenced in previous years but reported late to the NPS program, and prisoners previously reported as transferred to a 
mental hospital or escaped who were subsequently reburned to death sentence status; 



Table 6. Movement of prisoners under sentence of death, by race and state: calendar year 1971 

Prisoners reported Prisoners reported 
under sentence of Received. death sentence under sentence of 
death: 1_1-711 during .,yea:r Other admissions2 Dispositions death: 12-31-711 

Region and state Total White Black Other lJ.'otal White Black Other 'Total White Black Other Total White Black Other Total White Black Other 

Total State 3607 279 325 3 104 49 53 2 11 4 7 0 102 41 60 1 620 291 325 4 
~ 

Northeast 370 31 39 0 4 2 2 0 2 1 1 0 32 11 21 0 44 23 21 0 
l·iaine xx: xx .xx xx. xx xx. xx xx. xx. xx. xx. xx xx. xx. xx. xx ' xx xx. xx. x,'C 

1:0\-1 Hampshire 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 0 0 
Verr:1ont4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Hassachuset~s 16 10 6 0 2 1 1 0 0 C 2 1 1 0 16 6 

:t 
0 0 10 0 

Rhode Island.4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Connecticut 3 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 2 2 0 
Nei'l Yor0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 
NevI Jersey 25 8 17 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 25 8 17 0 0 0 0 0 
Pennsylvania 324 10 14 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 5 ;2 3 0 21 8 13 0 

~ North Central 94 50 44 0 18 9 9 0 1 0 1 o· 15 7 8 0 98 52 46 0 
Ohio 47 23 24 0 9 5 4 0 0 0 0 0 6 4 2 0 50 21~ 26 0 
Indiana 7 7 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 C 1 1 0 0 7 7 0 0 
Illinois 30 15 15 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 2 0 28 15 13 0 
Nichigan xx xx. xx. xx xx. xx. xx. xx. .xx xx. x:x .xx: xx xx. xx. .xx xx. xx :xx xx 
Vlisconsin xx. xx. xx xx xx. xx xx. xx xx XX xx. xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx. xx. 
Hirmesota xx. xx xx xx xx xx xx xx XX xx xx xx xx xx xx. xx. xx xx xx xx 
lONa xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx ~,.'\ ... 

-f. \J.~(". xx xx xx. xx. xx xx xx. xx xx xx 
Missouri 9 4 5 0 7 2 5 0 1 0 1 0 6 2 4 0 11 4 7 0 
North Dakota4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 [, 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 q 

South Dakota 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Nebraska 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 
Kal:sas 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 

South 3307 101 206 0 54 14 38 2 '7 3 4 0 34 8 26 0 334 110 222 2 . 
DelaVlare 3 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 2 1 0 
Mary} and .18 3 15 0 2 0 2 0 2 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 22 4 18 0 
District of Colt~bia 1 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 1 1 0 
Virginia 8 3 5 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 9 3 5 1 • 
vlest ~.rirginia 'xx xx xx xx xx xx. xx. xx xx xx xx. xx. xx. xx y.x xx xx. xx x,'C . _ xx' ~ 
No:'tt Carolina 12 h 8 0 5 0 4 1 0 0 0 0 7 1 6 0 10 3 6 1 ~ 
South C£.rolina 11 2 9 o· 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 3 0 8 2 6 0 

'. 
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Table 6. Movement of prisoners under sentence of death, by race and State: calendar year 1971-continued 

Region and State 

Georgia 
Florida 
Kentucky 
Tennessee 
Ala::'cma 
Mississippi 
Arkansas 
Louisiana 
Oklahoma 
Texas 

VJest 
Montana 
Idaho 
Wyoming 
Colorado 
NevI Mexic04 

Arizona 
utah 
Nevada 
Washingt.on 
Oregon 
Cal:i.fornia 
Alaska 
Hawaii 

Prisoners reported 
under sentence of 
death: 1-.1-711 

Total Whi te.-' ~B:-l-ac-:k~O::"':'t"':"h-e-r 

321 
373 

17 
11 
28 
7 
1 

346 
12 
38 

1,36 
o 
o 
o 
6 
o 

13 
4 
7 

12 
xx. 
94 
xx. 
xx. 

6 15 
19 54 
11 6 

2 9 
9 19 
2 5 
1 0 
6 40 
7 5 

23 15 

97· 36 
o 0 
o 0 
o 0 
4 2 
o 0 
9 4 
l~ 0 
7 0 
7 5 

xx. xx. 
66 25 
xx. xx. 
xx. xx. 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
3 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

xx. 
3 

xx. 
xx. 

, . 

Received death sentence 
during year ___ Other admissions2 

Total White Black Other Total White Black Other 

1 
18 

2 
6 
7 
2 
3 
3 
o 
3 

28 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
5 
o 
1 
2 

xx 
20 
xx. 
xx 

o 
7 
o 
1 
3 
o 
2 
o 
o 
1 

24 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
3 
o 
1 
2 

xx 
18 
xx 
xx 

1 
11 

2 
5 
4 
2 
1 
3 
o 
2 

4 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
2 
o 
o 
o 

xx 
2 

xx 
xx 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

xx 
o 

xx 
xx 

o 
o 
o 
1 
1 
o 
o 
3 
o 
o 
1 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

xx 
1 

xx 
xx 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
2 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

xx 
o 

xx 
xx 

o 
o 
o 
1 
1 
o 
o 
1 
o 
o 
1 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

xx 
1 

xx 
xx. 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

xx 
o 

xx. 
xx 

Dispositions 
Total White Black Other 

o 
7 
o 
o 
3 
2 
1 
7 
1 
3 

21 
o 
o 
o 
4 
o 
1 
o 
o 
6 

xx. 
10 
xx 
xx 

o 
1 
o 
o 
o 
1 
1 
2 
o 
2 

15 
o 
o 
o 
3 
o 
o 
o 
o 
3 

xx 
9 

xx 
xx 

o 
6 
o 
o 
3 
1 
o 
5 
1 
1 

5 
o 
o 
o 
1 
o 
1 
o 
o 
3 

x:x 
o 

xx 
xx 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
1 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

xx 
1 

xx 
xx 

Prisoners reported 
under sentence of 
death: 12-31-711 

Tot al White Bl acC-:-h'-· -:::OC:-t -:-h-e-r 

22 6 
84 25 
19 11 
18 3 
33 12 
7 1 
3 2 

45 6 
11 7 
38 22 

141~ 106 
o 0 
o 0 
o 0 
2 1 
o 0 

17 12 
4 4 
8 8 
8 6 

xx xx 
105 75 
xx xx 
xx xx 

16 
59 
8 

15 
21 
6 
1 

39 
4 

16 

36 
o 
o 
o 
1 
o 
5 
o 
o 
2 

xx 
28 
xx 
xx 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
2 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

xx. 
2 

xx. 
xx. 

NOTE: xx signifies that the death penalty was illegal during the entire year. 
1 Unlike the counterpart table in previOlls NPS reports, this table includes prisoners who were transferred 1:'0 ment.al institutions, distributed as 

follows: AVTaiting execution on 1-1-71: Indiana (one white), and Louisiana (one black); Awaiting execution on 1?--31--71: Indiana (one vlhite); Louisiana 
(one black); and California (one white). 

2 Inclucles prisoner::; t;E;ntenced in previous years but reported late to the NPS program, and prisoners previously reported as transferred to a mental 
institution or escaped who were subsequently returned to death sentence status. 

3 Total 1-1-71 was revised from that reported :in NPS Bulletin, No. 46, August 1971, to exclude two prisoners in Florida, one in Louisia'1a, and one 
in Georgia who were incorrectly reported as awaiting execution on 12-31-70 and to includ~ one prisoner in Louisiana and two in Pennsylvania I'lho were 
incorrectly excluded from the count of those awaiting execution on 12-31-70. 

4 Death penalt.y pa:-C"lJiclly abolished; see Table 16 for provisions that apply. 



Table 6a. Movement of prisoners under sentence of death, by race and State: calendar year 1972 

Prisoners reported Prisoners reported 
under sentence of Received death sentence under sentence of 
death: 1-1-721 during y'ear Other admissions2 Dis12ositions death: 12-,21-721 

Region and State Total White Black'Other Total White Black Other Total \'fhi te Black Other Total White Black Other Total Vlhite Black Other 

Total state 620 291 325 4 75 30 45 0 0 0 0 0 365 159 203 3 330 162 167 1 

Northeast 44 23 21 0 10 3 7 0 0 0 0 0 11 6 5 0 43 20 23 0 
Maine xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx 
Nev-; Hampshire 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 0 0 0 0 .' 0 0 
Vermont3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Massachusetts 16 10 6 0 8 3 5 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 23 12 11 0 
Rhode Island3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Connecticut 4 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 3 2 1 0 
New Yor12 ' 1 1 0 0 2 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 1 2 0 
Nev-; Jerser 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Pennsylvania 21 8 13 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 3 4 0 14 5 9 0 

North Central 98 52 46 0 13 4 9 0 0 0 0 0 68 33 35 0 43 23 20 0 
N Ohio 50 24 26 0 4 1 3 0 0 0 0 0 54 25 29 0 0 0 0 0 V1 

Indiana 7 7 0 0 2 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 0 0 7 5 2 0 
Illinois 28 15 13 0 3 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 3 2 1 0 28 15 13 0 
Hichigan xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx 
Hisconsin xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx 
l1innesota xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx 
Im'la xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx 
Missouri 11 4 7 0 4 1 3 0 0 0 0 0 8 3 5 0 7 2 5 0 
North Dakota3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
South Dakota 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Nebraska 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Keillsas 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 

South 334 110 222 2 46 18 28 0 0 0 0 0 234 82 150 2 146 46 100 0 
Dela'hTare 3 2 1- 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 2 1 0 
Maryland 22 4 18 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 22 4 18 0 
District of Columbia 2 1 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 1 2 0 
Virginia 9 3. 5 1 4 1 3 0 0 0 0 0 9 2 6 1 4 2 2 0 
\~est Virginia xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xxx xx 'xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx x,"{ xx 
North Carolina 10 3 6 1 5 1 4 0 0 0 0 0 8 3 4 1 7 1 6 0 
SoutJ1 Ca;r'olina 8 2 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 2 5 0 1 0 1 0 



Table 6a. Movement of prisoners under sentence of death, by race and State: calendar year 1972--continued 

Prisoners reported 
under sentence of 
death: 1-1-721 

Received death sentence 
during year Other admissions2 Dispositions 

Region and State Total White Black Other Total White Black Other Total \oJhite Black Other Total White Black Other 

Georgia 
Florida 
Kentucky 
Tennessee 
Alabama 
Mississippi 
Arkansas 
Louisiana 
Oklahoma 
Texas 

West 
Montana 
Idaho 
Wyoming 
Colorado 
Nelv Mexico3 

Arizona 
Utah 
Nevada 
Washington 
Oregon 
California4 

Alaska 
Hawaii 

22 6 
84 25 
19 11 
18 3 
33 12 

7 1 
3 2 

45 6 
11 7 
38 22 

144 106 
o 0 
o 0 
o 0 
2 1 
o 0 

17 12 
4 4 
B 8 
8 6 

xx xx 
105 75 
xx xx 
xx )LX 

16 
59 

8 
15 
21 
6 
1 

39 
4 

16 

36 
o 
o 
o 
1 
O. 
5 
o 
o 
2 

xx 
28 
xx 
xx 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
2 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

xx 
2 

xx 
xx 

5 
14 

2 
4 
2 
o 
3 
3 
o 
2 

6 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

x.."C 
6 

xx 
xx 

3 
8 
o 
2 
o 
o 
3 
o 
o 
o 
5 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

x.."C 
5 

xx 
xx 

2 
6 
2 
2 
2 
o 
o 
3 
o 
2 

1 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

xx 
1 

xx 
xx 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

xx 
o 

xx 
xx 

NOTE: xx signifies that the death penalty vias illegal during .the entire year. 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

xx 
o 

xx 
xx 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

xx 
o 

xx 
xx 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

xx 
o 

xx 
xx 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

xx 
o 

xx 
xx 

12 
.91 

! 1 
22 
15 
6 
2 

17 
7 

36 

52 
o 
o 
o 
1 
o 
7 
1 
8 
5 

xx 
30 
xx 
xx 

2 10 
31 60 

1 0 
5 17 
7 8 
1 5 
1 1 
3 14 
6 1 

18 18 

38 13 
o 0 
o 0 
o 0 
o 1 
o 0 
5. 2 
1 0 
8 0 
3 2 

xx x.."C 
21 8 
xx xx 
xx xx 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
1 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o. 
o 
o 

x.."C 
1 

xx 
xx 

Prisoners reported 
under sentence of 
death: 12-31-721 

Total Vlhite Black Other 

15 
7 

20 
o 

20 
1 
4 

31 
4 
4 

98 
o 
o 
o 
1 
o 

10 
3 
o 
3 

y.x 

81 
xx 
xx 

7 
2 

10 
o 
5 
o 
4 
3 
1 
4 

73 
o 
o 
o 
1 
o 
7 
3 
o 
3 

xx 
59 
xx 
xx 

8 
5 

10 
o 

15 
1 
o 

28 
3 
o 

24 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
3 
o 
o 
o 

xx 
21 
xx 
xx 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
1 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

xx 
1 

xx 
xx 

1 Unlike the counterpart table in previous NPS reports, this table includes prisoners who have been transferred to mental institutions or who have 
escaped, distributed as follows: Awaiting execution on 1-1-72: Indiana (one white), Louisiana (one black), California (one white); Awaiting execution 
on 12-31-72: Indiana (one white), Louisiana (one black), District of Columbia (one black). 

2 Includes prisoners sentenced in previous years but reported late to the NPS program, and prisoners previously reported as transferred to a mental 
institution or escaped who were subsequently returned to death sentence status. 

3 Death penalty partially abolished; see Table 16 for provisions that apply. 
4 Death penalty abolished during part of year; see Table 16. 
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Table 7. Characteristics of prisoners received from court under sentence of death, by State: cru.endar year 1971 

Total Race Offense Age at time of sentencing 
Region and State received White Black Other Murder! Rape Kidnaping Under 21 21-25 26-30 31-40 Over 40 Unknovm .. 

Total State 104 '+9 53 2 96 7 1 18 41 22 14 9 0 

Northeast 4 2 2 0 4 0 0 0 1 1 1 1 o· 
Maine xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx 
New Ham~shire 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Vermont'" 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Nassachusetts 2 1 1 0 2 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 
Rhode Island2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Connecticut 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Nevi Yor0 1 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 
New Jersey 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Pennsylvania 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 

North Central 18 9 9 0 18 0 0 2 7 5 2 2 0 

Ohio 9 5 4 0 9 0 0 1 3 3 1 1 0 
Indiana 1 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 
Illinois 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Michigan xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx 
l,~isconsin xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx 
Minnesota xx xx y~'{ xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx 
Iowa xx xx xx :xx :xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx 
Missouri 7 2 5 0 7 0 0 1 2 2 1 1 0 
North Dakota2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Sou th Dakota 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Nebraska 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Kansas 1 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 

South 54 14 38 2 47 7 0 13 18 fO 9 4 0 
I 

Delaware 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ;g 0 0 0 
Haryland 2 0 2 0 2 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 
District of Columbia 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 J 1 0 0 0 
Virginip. 1 0 0 1 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 
West Virginia. xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx 
North C,srolina 5 0 4 1 3 2 0 1 3 1 0 0 0 
Sou.th Carolina 0 0 d 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 



- .. '''' ...,~- ~ ............... :ai';"'-,,,,,'''' Q'+z:. '!"0'Si,. I·~" ....... , .. ,oth,;,.-l;., ' 

! -, ., 
) 

Table 7. Characteristics of prisoners received from court under sentence of death, by State: calendar year 1971 i 
r Total Race Offense Age at time of sentencil',.g 

R~gion and State roceived lvhite Black Other Murder.!. Rape Kidnaping Under 21 21-25 26-30 31-40 Over 40 Unknown 

Georgia 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 t Florida 18 7 11 0 13 5 0 6 4 5 2 1 0 
Kentucky 2 0 2 0 2 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 

" 

I 

Tennessee 6 1 5 0 6 0 0 0 2 1 3 0 0 
~ 
f" 

.A~abarna 7 3 4 0 7 0 0 0 4 0 0 3 o. 1· 
I 

Nississippi 2 0 2 0 :2 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 ~ .' , 
Arkansas 3 2 1 0 3 0 0 1 0 0 2 0 0 I 
Louisiana 3 0 3 0 3 0 0 2 0 1 0 0 0 t 

l; . 
Oklahoma 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ~? 

Texas 3 1 2 0 3 0 0 0 2 0 1 0 0 .j '~ 

West 28 24 4 0 27 0 1 3 15 6 2 2 0 ", ,', . ' 
Montana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 r 

Idaho 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
\vyoming 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ';. " 

Colorado 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
New Hexicd3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Arizona 5 3 2 0 5 0 0 2 3 0 0 0 0 
utah 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Nevada 1 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 
l'J as hington 2 2 0 0 2 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 
Oregan xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx 
Califo:t.'r ia 20 18 2 0 19 0 1 1 11 5 1 2 0 
Alaska xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx 
Hawaii xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx 

~ ... a: .. ,.~ 
KOTE: y.x signifies that the death penal'\:'y 1.'1aS illegal during tne entire year. 

1 Includes one murder aggravated assault in Kansas, two murder robberie~l :i.n Maryland, and one murder kidnaping in Washington. 
3 Death penalty pa,rtially abolished; see Table 16 for provisions that apply. 

\ 

.--------~~ .. ~-~-~.~-~-~-~,~,~ .. ~,~~~~~~~~---------------~ 



Table 7a. Characteristics of prisoners received from court under sentence of death, by State: calendar year 1972 

Race Offense Age at time of sentencing 
Total Assault by 

Region and Stat'3 received ~~hite Black Murder1 Rape life prisoner Under 21 21-25 26-30 31-40 Over 40 Unknown 

Total State 75 30 45 66 8 1 10 24 21 17 3 0 

Northeast 10 3 7 10 0 0 2 4 1 2 1 0 
Haine xx xx x.x xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx 
Ne\'I Hampshire 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Vermont2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 .. 0 0 
gassachusetts 8 3 5 8 0 0 2 2 1 2 1 0 
Rhode Island2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Connecticut 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Nei·l Yor0 2 0 2 2 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 :! 

NeN ~Tersey3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Pennsylvania 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

North Central 13 4 9 13 0 0 0 3 3 6 1 0 
Ohio 4 1 3 4 0 0 0 0 1 3 0 0 

!3 Indiana 2 0 2 2 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 
Illinois 3 2 1 3 0 0 0 1 0 1 1 0 
Michigan xx xx xx xx: xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx 
Wisconsin xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx 
1·1innesota xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx x,"'{ 

IO\la xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx x.'\. xx: xx x.x 
Nissouri 4 1 3 4 0 0 0 2 1 1 0 0 
North Dakota2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
South Dakota 0 o· 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Nebraska 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Kansas 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

81.;\,'h 46 18 28 38 8 0 8 16 14 8 0 0 
; .... ',oMare 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
t-l.:il'yland . 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 
District of Columbia 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 
Virginia 4 1 3 3 1 0 1 0 3 0 0 0 
West Virginia xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx . 
North Carolina 5 1 4 4 1 0 3 2 0 0 0 0 
South Carolina 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 



Table 7a. Characteristics of prisoners received from court under sentence of death, by State: calendar year 1972--continued 

Race Offense Age at time of sentencing 
Total Assault by 

Region and State received White Black Murder1 F/,ape life prisoner Under 21 21-25 26-30 31-40 Over 40 UnknOi'm 

Georgia 5 3 2 5 0 0 0 4 1 0 0 0 
Florida 14 8 6 8 6 0 3 1 5 5 0 0 
K'2ntucky 2 0 2 2 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 
T'::ID1'2 E see 4 2 2 4 0 0 0 3 1 0 0 0 
Alab"anla 2 0 2 2 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 
Nississippi 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Arka"1sas 3 3 0 3 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 
Louisiana J 0 3 3 0 0 0 1 2 0 0 0 
Oklahor:1a 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Texas 2 0 2 2 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 

iVest 6 5 1 5 0 1 0 1 3 1 1 0 
Hontana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

'-o Idaho 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0, 
0 \~yoming C 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

ColOl~ado 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
IIe;1 Hexico2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Arizona 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Utah 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Nevada 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
I': ::.;.:-llington 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Or'dgon xx xx: xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx 
CalU'ornia3 6 ,5 1 5 0 1 0 1 3 1 1 0 
Alaska xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx 
Ha~·!ai.i xx xx xx .xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx: xx -, 

lJO'IE: xx signifies that the death penalty was illegal during the entire year. 
1 Includes one murder burgJary in North Carolina. 
;) Death penalt',Y- part,ially ebolishe,d; see Table 16 for provisions that apply. 
3 Death penalty abolished during part of year; see Table 16. 
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Table S. Dispositions from sentence of death, by offense, Statej and method of disposition: calendar year' 1971 

Removed from death sentence status1 Died 
Region and State Total Murder I. Rape:3 Assault by life prisoner Murder Rape 

Total State 102 S2 12 2 5 1 

Northeast 32 32 0 0 0 0 
Maine xx xx xx xx xx xx 
Neil Hampshire 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Vermont,3 0 0 0 0 0 0 
t1assachusetts 2 2 0 0 0 0 
Rhode I sland3 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Connecticut 0 0 O· 0 0 0 
New York'3 0 0 0 0 0 0 
NevI Jersey 25 25 0 0 0 0 
Pennsylvania 5 5 0 0 0 0 

I North Central 15 14 0 0 1 0 
Ohio 6 5 0 0 1 0 j 

1..0 Indiana 1. 1 0 0 0 0 
I J--1 

Illinois 2 2 0 0 0 0 
Hichigan xx xx xx xx xx xx ;\ ! 
i'Jisconsin 1 

xx xx xx xx xx xx 
Hinnesota xx xx xx xx xx xx 
Iowa xx xx xx xx xx xx 
Hissouri 6 6 0 0 0 0 
North Dakota3 0 0 0 0 0 0 
South Dakota 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Nebraska 0 0 a 0 0 0 
Kansas 0 0 0 0 0 0 

South 34 21 12 0 0 1 
Delaivare 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Maryland 0 ,...-. 0 0 0 0 0 
District of Columbia 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Virginia 0 0 0 0 0 0 
i'lest Virginia xx xx xx xx xx xx 
North Carolina 7 5 2 0 0 0 
South Carolina 3 2 1 0 0 0 

----------'---- - - ----~~ 
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Table 8. Dispositions from sentence of death, by offense, State, and method of disposition: calendar year 1971--continued 

I. 

I 

I 

\;J 
('.) 

Removed from death 1 sentelJ..Q..'Lat.atus,_ 
Region and State Total Nurder Rape;':: Assault by life 

Georgia 0 0 0 0 
Florida 7 3 4 0 
Kentucky 0 0 0 0 
Tennessee 0 0 .Q 0 
Alabama 3 1 2 0 
Mississippi 2 2 0 0 
Arkansas 1 1 0 0 
Louisiana 7 1+ 2 0 
Oklahoma 1 1 0 0 
Texas 3 2 1 0 

\\Test 21 15 0 2 
Montana 0 0 0 0 
Idaho 0 0 0 0 
Hyoming 0 0 0 0 
Colorado 4 2 0 0 
Nei1 Hexico3 0 0 0 0 
Arizona 1 1 0 0 
Utah 0 0 0 0 
Nevada 0 0 0 0 
Hashington .6 6 0 0 
Oregon xx xx xx xx 
California 10 6 0 2 
Alaska xx xx - xx x,x 
Ha\'laii xx xx xx xx 

NOTE: xx signifies that the death penalty was illegal during the entire year. 
1 ~ncludes commutations, resentencings, reversals, and grants for new trials. 
a Includes one rape and burglary in North Carolina. 
s Death penalty partially abolishedj see Table 16 for provisions that apply. 

. ~ 

prisoner Nurder 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

4 
' 0 

0 
0 
2 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

xx 
2 

xx 
xx 
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Died 
Rape 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

xx 
0 

xx 
xx: 



Table Sa. Dispositions from ,sentence of death, by offense, State, and method of disposition: calendar year 1972 

Removed from death sentence status1 
Died 

Region and state Total Murder Rape Kidnaping Robbery Murder Rape 

Total State 365 305 53 2 2 2 1 

Northeast 11 9 0 2 0 0 0 
~1aine xx xx xx xx xx xx xx 
Ne\'l Haml)shire 2 0 0 2 0 0 0 
Vermont.c: 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
I<lassachusetts 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 
Rhode I 81 and2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
C'Jnnecticut 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 
New Yor~ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ne~l Jersey3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Pennsylvania 7 7 0 0 0 0 0 

North Central 6S 67 0 0 0 1 0 
Ohio 54 53 0 0 0 1 0 

" Indiana 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 
\....) Illinois 3 3 0 0 0 0 0 \....) 

Michigan xx xx xx xx xx xx xx 
Wisconsin xx xx xx xx xx xx xx 
:tvlinnesota xx xx xx xx xx xx x.x 
Iowa xx xx xx xx xx xx xx /: 

" 
1-1issouri 8 S 0 0 0 0 0 ~ ., 
North Dakota2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 I, 

li 
South Dakota 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

j, ,: 
Nebraska 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 ~, 

Kansas 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 r 
t 
l 

South 234 177 53 0 2 1 1 
~: .' 

Delaware 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 t Maryland 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 " 

District of Columbia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Virginia 9 6 3 0 0 0 0 
l'lest Virginia xx xx xx xx xx xx y.x 
North Carolina 8 7 1 0 0 0 0 
Sout.h Carolina 7 5 2 0 0 0 0 



"', '. t~ L:. fr, .. ; "'i' "l~'" -.r J"UUi, bj' offen~e! Stat.e, and method of di~lposition: calendar year 1972--continued 

'l.'h __ ~'-__ '_"~ __ ' __________________________________________________ ~ ______ _ 

17c:noved fro'll deAth sentence st-3.tus1 
___ ---.!lied 

';,. i: [:~. i :.:~tote 'l\)tul ~!'Jrd('r Rnpo KiJna'p';'n~ Robbery Eurder Rape 

'------------------~--------------------'---,----------------~---------------------------------~-----------------------, . 
G>.: .. r::~a 12 

91 
1 

22 
15 
6 

Flcrida 
Kentucky 
Tennessee 
Alabama 
His3issippi 
Arkansas 
Louisiana 
Oklahoma 
Texas 

West 
Montana 
T d nIh) 
\\~ \ \\~, \ \ \t~ 
t\'\\'l':IJ,') 
New l'iexico2 

Arizona 
Utah 
Nevada 
ltJashington 
Oregon 
California3 

Alaska 
Ha,'lc,ii 

2 
17 
7 

36 
52 
o 
o 
o 
1 
o 
7 
1 
8 
5 

xx 
30 
xx 
xx 

6 
68 

1 
17 
13 

6 
2 
9 
7 

29 

52 
o 
o 
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1 
o 
7 
1 
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5 

xx 
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23 
o 
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1 
o 
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o 
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o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

xx 
o 

xx 
xx 

::CTZ:xx signifies that the death penalty was illegal during the entire year. 
Includes comnutations, resentencings, reversals, and grants for new trials. 

2 Death penalty partially abolished; see Table 16 for provisions that apply. 
:l Dc.::1.th penalty abolished during part of year; see Table 16. 
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Table 9. Characteristics of prisoners disposed of by means other than execution, by State: calendar .year 1971 

(Includes commutations, resentencings, reversals, grants for new trials, and deaths by natural causes) 

Race Offense Age at time of disposition Ela]2sed titr.e ~in months2 
Total Assault 
disposi- by life Under Over Under Over 

Tiegion and State tions vlhite Black Other Murder Rape 1 prisoner 21 21-25 26-30 31-35 36-hO hO Unlmown 12 12-23 2h-35 36-h7 h8-71 71 

'i.'otal state 102 hI 60 1 87 13 2 6 20 22 17 19 17 1 11 16 9 11 23 32 

Northeast 32 11 21 0 .'32 0 0 3 h 5 10 8 2 0 3 8 2 2 7 10 
I·laine xx x,'C xx xx YX xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx 
New Ham~shire 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Vermont~ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Hassachusetts 2 1 1 0 2 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 
Rhode Is1and2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Connecticut 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
NevT York2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
New Jersey 25 8 17 0 25 0 0 0 h 3 9 7 2 0 3 4· 2 2 6 8 
Pennsylvania 5 2 3 0 5 0 0 3 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 h 0 0 0 1 

\...u North Central 15 7 8 0 15 0 0 1 6 h 1 1 2 0 6 2 0 2 3 2 
\.J1 Ohio 6 h 2 0 6 0 0 0 1 3 1 0 1 0 2 0 0 0 2 2 

Indiana 1 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 
I11i,'1ois 2 0 2 0 :2 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 
Michigan xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx X"'{. 

Hisconsin xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx . xx y.x. xx ):,): 

Minnesota xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx 
IOi-:a xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx Xy -.. 
Missouri 6 2 h 0 6 0 0 1 3 0 0 1 1 0 h 2 0 0 0 0 
Horth Dakota2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
South Dakota 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
:J':bras~:a . 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 O' 0 0 0 
Knnsas 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

South 3h 8 26 0 21 13 0 2 h 8 h 8 7 1 0 4 6 6 h 14 
Delavlare 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 a 
:.raryland 0 0 0 a () 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
DL:::t..d.C't of 

2)lu:nbi.a 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Vi:::'£inia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 a 
\Jest Virginia xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx. 
lJorth Carolina 7 1 6 0 5 2 0 2 1 2 0 1 1 0 0 2 3 1 1 0 
South Carolina 3 0 3 0 2 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 3 



Table 9~ Characteristics of prisoners disposed of by means other than execution, by state: calendar year 1971--continued 

(Includes commutations, resentencings, reversals, grants for new trials, and deaths by natural causes) 

Race Offense Age at time of disEosition Ela:2sed time (in months} 
Total Assault 
disposi- by life Under Over Under OVOl' 

F.":;Gion and State t.ions \'lhite Black Other Murder Rape 1 . 21 21-25 26-30 31-35 36-40 40 Unknown 12 12-23 24-35 36-47 48-71 71 prlsoner 
, ,-

Georgia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Florida 7 1 6 0 3 4 0 0 1 1 1 L~ 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 5 
Kentucky 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 -0 
Te!messee 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 () 
Alabama 3 0 3 0 1 2 0 0 0 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 o ~ 1 2 0 
Mississippi 2 1 1 0 2 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 
Ax,kansas 1 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 
Louisia:r.a 7 2 5 0 4 3 0 0 1 1 1 1 3 0 0 0 0 1 1 5~1 
Oklahoma 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0\: _ 
Texas 3 2 1 0 2 1 0 0 1 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 l~ 

i'Iest 21 15 5 1 19 0 2 0 6 5 2 2 6 0 2 2 1 1 9 ~l !>lontana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
\;,) Idaho 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0' 0 0 0 0 0 0 0' a' 

vJyoming 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Colorado 4 3 1 0 4 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 2 0 1 0- 0 0 0 .3 
lJe~J Nexico2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Arizona 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 J 0 0 0 0 
Utah 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Kevada 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
I'lashington 6 3 3 0 6 0 0 0 3 2 1 0 0 0 1 -0 0 1 1 3 
Oregon x,'C xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx 

" 
xx xx xx; xx xx xx xx xx xx 

California 10 9 0 1 8 0 2 0 1 3 1 1 4 0 0 1 1 0 8 0 
Alas!~a xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx: xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx x,'C xx x:'{ 
HaHaii xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx x,'C 

j;O'IE: xx signifies that the death penalty was illegal during the entire year. 
1 Includes one rape btU'glary in North Carolina. 
!J Death penalty partially abolished; see Table 16 for provisions that apply. 

\ 
i • 



Table 9a. Characteristics of prisoners disposed of by means other than execution, by state: calendar year 1972 

~'Jtal State 

Northeast 
r'!aine 
iJew Hampshire 
Vermone 
t::; s sac huset ts 
F.hode Island1 

Connecticut 
New YorJ.? 
He\,l Jerser 
Pennsylvania 

North Central 
Ohio 
Indiana 
Illinois 
£.1ichigan 
'disconsin 
r·linnesota 
1o.·:a 
Missouri 
North Dakota1 

South Dakota 
l:ebraska 

.3duth 
D~lavlare 
~:lryland 
n·:.8trict of 

·~:;".rgil~ia 

Hest Virginia 
North Carolina 
South Carolina 

Total 
disposi­
tions 

365 
11 
xx 

2 
o 
1 
o 
1 
o 

xx 
7 

68 
54 

2 
3 

xx 
xx 
xx 
xx 

8 
o 
o 
1 
o 

234 
o 
1 

o 
9 

xx 
8 
7 

(Includes commutations, resentencings, reversals, grants for new trials, and deaths by natural causes) 

Race 

159 203 
6 5 

xx xx 
2 0 
o 0 
1 0 
o 0 
o 1 
o 0 

xx xx 
3 4 

33 35 
25 29 

:2 0 
:2 1 

xx xx 
xx xx 
xx xx 
xx xx 
3 5 
o 0 
o 0 
1 0 
o 0 

82 150 
o 0 
o 1 

o 
3 

xx 
3 
2 

o 
5 

xx 
h 
5 

Offense 

Other tv1urder Rape 

3 
o 

xx 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

xx 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

x.x 
xx . 
xx 
xx 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
:2 
o 
o 

o 
1 

xx 
1 
o 

307 

9 
xx 
o 
o 
1 
o 
1 
o 

xx 
7 

68 
54 

2 
3 

xx 
xx 
xx 
:x:x 

8 
o 
o 
1 
o 

178 
o 
1 

o 
6 

• xx 
7 

. 5 

54 
o 

:x.x 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

xx 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

xx 
xx. 
xx 
xx 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

54 
o 
o 

o 
3 

xx 
1 
2 

Other 

4 
2 

xx 
2 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

xx 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

xx 
xx 
xx 
xx 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
2 
o 
o 

o 
o 

xx 
o 
o 

Under 
21 

14 
o 

xx 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

xx 
o 
1 
1 
o 
o 

xx 
xx 
xx 
xx 
o 
o 
o 
o 
0" 

1.3 
o 
o 

o 
2 

JQC 
1 
o 

Age at time of disposition 

Over 
21-25 26-30 31-,35 36-40 40 

91 

1 
xx 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

xx 
1 

20 
15 
o 
1 

xx 
xx 
xx 
xx 
3 
o 
o 
1 
o 

64 
o 
o 

o 
2 

xx 
5 
2 

90 
o 

xx 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

xx 
o 

23 
18 

2 
1 

xx 
xx 
xx 

.xx 
2 
o 
o 
o 
o 

58 
o 
1 

o 
4 

xx 
1 
3 

75 
3 

xx 
o 
o 
o 
o 
1 
o 

xx 
2 

12 
11 
o 
o 

xx 
xx 
xx 
xx 

1 
o 
o 
o 
o 

47 
o 
o 

o 
1 

xx 
1 
1 

34 59 
1 6 

xx xx 
o 2 
o 0 
o 1 
o 0 
o 0 
o 0 

xx xx 
1 3 

4 8 
3 6 
o 0 
o 1 

xx xx 
xx xx 
xx xx 
xx xx 

1 1 
o 0 
o 0 
o 0 
o 0 

21 29 
o 0 
o 0 

o 0 
o 0 

xx xx 
o 0 
o 0 

.. """_ ............. ., .. 0M0 .. , _________ • _______ _ 

Under 
Unknown 12 

2 40 
o 1· 

xx xx 
o 0 
o 0 
o 1 
o 0 
o 0 
o 0 

xx xx 
o 0 

o 7 
o 6 
o 0 
o 0 

xx xx 
xx xx 
xx xx 
xx xx 
o 1 
o 0 
o 0 
o 0 
o 0 

2 30 
o 0 
o 0 

o 
o 

xx 
o 
1 

o 
3 

xx 
1 
o 

Elapsed time (in months) 

Over 
12-23 24-35 36-47 48-71 71 

48 

1 
xx 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

:xx 
1 

10 
9 
o 
o 

:xx 
:xx 
xx 
xx 
.. 1 
'0 
o 
o 
o 

35 
o 
1 

o 
1 

xx 
3 
o 

,52 
o 

xx 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

xx 
o 

16 
15 
o 
o 

xx 
xx 
x,'<'. 

1 
o 
o 
o 
o 

32 
o 
o 

o 
2 

xx 
l' 
1 

48 

1 
xx 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

xx 
1 

14 
8 
2 
1 

xx 
xx 
xx 
xx 
3 
o 
o 
o 
o 

23 
o 
o 

o 
o 

xx 
3 
o 

77 100 

1 7 
lC( xx 
o 2 
o 0 
o 0 
o 0 
o 1 
o 0 

xx xx 
1 4 

11 10 
9 7 
o 0 
1 1 

xx xx 
xx xx 
xx xx 
xx xx 
o 2 
o 0 
o 0 
1 0 
o 0 

48 66 
o 0 
o 0 

o 
3 

y..x 
o 
l~ 

o 
o 

xx 
o 
2 

I 
I 

;. , 



Table 90.. Characteristics of prisoners disposed of by means other than execution, by State: calendar y~ar 1972--continued 

(Includes commutations, resentencings, reversals, grants for new trials, and deaths by natural causes) 

Race Offense Age at time of disI2osition E1aI2sed time {in months2 
Total 
disposi- Under Over Under Over 

~ -=gion and State tions \'Jitite Blaclc Other Murder Rape Ot.her 21 21-25 26-30 31-35 36-~D 40 Unknown 12 12-23 24-35 36·-47 48-71 71 
----- }: 

Georgia 12 2 10 6 6 0 1 3 3 0 2 3 0 1 0 2 0 7 2 ~ 
Florida 91 31 60 0 68 23 0 9 25 21 15 9 12 0 18 17 15 5 10 26 ~ 
Kentucky 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 ~ 

~ 

Tern1cs see 22 5 17 0 17 5 0 0 8 4 6 2 2 0 4 6 .3 3 0 6 
l' J 

Al13t5ma 15 7 8 0 13 2 0 0 1 6 2 2 4 0 0 0 3 1 1 10 
l'lississippi 6 1 5 0 6 0 0 0 2 2 1 0 1 0 0 2 1 ·1 0 2 ~ 

~ 
Arkansas 2 1 1 0 2 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 Iv 
Louisiana 17 3 14 0 10 7 0 0 4 4 6 0 3 0 0 0 1 2 9 .5 

J.~ 
rt 

6 1 0 7 0 0 0 3 2 2 0 0 0 0 1 2 2 2 0 
,,' 

Oklahoma 7 

~ Texas 36 18 18 0 29 5 2 0 8 7 12 4 4 1 2 3 1 6 11 13 

1-lest 52 38 13 1 52 0 0 0 6 9 13 8 16 0 2 2 4 10 17 17 \Iij 
t-1ontana. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 '~ , , 

Idaho 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ' ~. 
l!iyoming 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

I !\ 
Colorado 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 : 

1'1 
Neli l,~exicol 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

0 7 0 0 0 2 0 2 1 2 0 0 0 1 1 1 4 
L' 

Arizona 7 5 2 I r'l 

Ut.ah 1 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 \ .r~ 
r~evada 8 8 0 0 8 C 0 0 0 2 1 3 2 0 0 1 0 2 0 5 :~ -;;[1shir..gton .5 3 2 0 5 0 0 0 2 ,I 0 1 1 0 0 0 1 1 3 0 'n 
Oregon xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx if'; 
Ca1-i'fornia2 30 21 8 1 30 0 0 0 2 5 9 3 11 0 2 1 1 6 13 7 ''''~ k'J 

Alaska xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx i ~: 
L~.: 

Er:;':Jaii xx ' xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx Ii I,..; 
I, - ". 
i· 

/IE: xx signifies that the death penalty was illegal during the entire year. ~t 
1 Death penalty partially abolished; see Table 16 for provisions that apply. 

• ';:J j 

" ,', n Death penalty abolished during part of year; see Table 16. n 
ill 

I~ 1,4 
\"1 "1 .I, 
i'1 ! . 

. '~ ,II 

,;,,1 
','1 
~. ~ 
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" 

n 
of death in the United states, 

,', 
Table 10. Charactel'istics of prisoners under sentence by state: December 31, 1971 ~ ,;i 

~: 

Race Offense 1 t .~ 
fvIedian elapsed r ~~ Median Assault by time .~ 

Region and state Total Vlhite Black Other age Murder Rape Kidnaping Robbery life prisoner Burglary (in months) ·t' 
8620 

• r.;~ 

Total State 291 325 4 30 538 72 5 3 2 0 40 (; 
~" 

Northeast 44 23 21 0 36 42 0 2 0 0 0 61 ~ ·:S 
ie 

Haine xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx In 
" ~ 

NevI Hampshire 2 2 0 0 ~5 0 0 2 0 0 0 145 
I. , 

~ ; Vermont3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
16 6 16 

:. :' 

Nassachusetts 10 0 37 0 0 0 0 0 41 f, ' 

Rhode Islands 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 t , 
Connecticut 4 2 2 0 34 4 0 0 0 0 0 55 

, 
\ Nei'l York3 1 1 0 0 35 1 0 0 0 0 0 12 ~,; -~ 

HeVI Jersey 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 I.:: 

Pennsylvania 21 8 13 0 34 21 0 0 0 0 0 74 ti 
F 

North Central 98 52 46 0 29 98 0 0 0 0 0 34 
~ 

Ohio 50 24- 26 0 29 50 0 0 0 0 0 27 ',J 
Indiana 7 7 0 0 35 7 0 0 0 0 0 110 

.~t· 

\..0 ....a Illinois 28 15 13 0 29 28 0 0 0 0 0 41 
Nichigan 

i,' 

" xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx 
Nisconsin xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx 
l1irrnesota xx x,'{ xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx 
IOi"m xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx 
I-Iissouri 11 4 7 0 29 11 o. 0 0 0 0 27 
Horth Dakota3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
South Dakota 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

, 
f< 

Nebraska 1 '1 0 0 24- 1 0 0 0 0 0 57 . ~ .J.. , 
Kansas 1 1 0 0 23 1 0 0 0 0 0 5 

South 334 110 222 2 29 259 72 0 3 0 0 45 k 
~ 

Delaware 3 2 1 0 31 3 0 0 0 0 0 23 
, 

Maryland 22 4 18 0 35 17 5 0 0 0 0 67 '. 
District of Columbia 2 1 1 0 36 2 0 0 0 0 0 20 

~ 

Virginia 9 3 5 1 28 7 2 0 0 0 0 58 
\'Jest Virginia xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx -, 

North Carolina 10 3 6 1 23 8 2 0 0 0 0 11 f 
South Carolina 8 2 6 0 28 5 3 0 0 0 0 50 r' 

" 
, 

~ 

, .'t :. ," 
~ :; 

" 
.1'11 •. ~, ~ <lff-1'r-..... lK~~ , . .,'~ ~ ...... ~X*~~~"": .... ~~ ~\.~~~ .. ~.,.tit'" .~'" .~, .. ~;.,.'T'-t':tw,.-·':'···W_""h .. lt1'f "~ .... ,.,'.t'<-,.,. ... ,...,..~~'~,..tnw. __ ~~"'It •• ~":t~,~.~~_._,."......., .. t."I"f,..~....,..~~of,.,.;,..,.,...-...".'V.,.,..."., "-,..~'n~'i<',.,., ... ,.·~··'-n.,...~.1" ~l'~~~)~...,J;t .. ~~~~,.~~t~ .... ·""""" '."k",",,'''~ ~''''' 



Table 10. Characteristics of prisoners under sentence of death in the United States, by State: December 31, 1971--continued 

Region and State 

Georgia 
Florida 
Kentucky, 
Tennessee 
Alabama 
Mississippi 
Arkansas 
Louisiana 
Oklahoma 
Texas 

\~est 
Montana 
Idaho 
Hyoming 
Colorado 
1;e' .. : r.1exico3 

Arizona 
Utah 
nevada 
Washington 
Oregon 
California 
Alaska 
Ha',/aii 

Total 

22 
84 
19 
18 
33 
7 
3 

45 
11 
38 

144-
o 
o 
o 
2 
o 

17 
4 
8' 
8 

xx 
105 
xx 
xx 

Race Offense1 

Median Assault by 
Hhite Black Other age Murder Rape Kidnapi.l1g Robbery life prisoner Burglary 

6 
25 
11 
3 

12 
1 
2 
6 
7 

22 

106 
o 
o 
o 
1 
o 

12 
4 
8 
6 

x.x 
75 
xx 
xx 

16 
59 

8 
15 
21 
6 
1 

39 

1~ 
36 
o 
o 
o 
1 
o 
5 
o 
o 
2 

xx 
28 
xx 
xx 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
2 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

xx 
2 

xx 
xx 

28 
28 
32 
32 
30 
29 
32 
29 
27 
30 

31 
o 
o 
o 

32 
o 

24 
30 
36 
26 
xx 
30 
xx 
xx 

13 
63 
19 
13 
27 
7 
3 

31 
11 
30 

139 
o 
o 
o 
2 
o 

17 
4 
8 
8 

xx 
100 

xx 
xx 

9 
21 
o 
5 
5 
o 
o 

14 
o 
6 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

xx 
o 

xx 
xx 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
3 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

xx 
3 

xx 
xx 

o 
o 
o 
o 
1 
o 
o 
o 
o 
2 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

xx 
o 

xx 
xx 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
2 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

x.x 
2 

xx 
xx 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

xx 
o 

xx 
xx 

Median elapsed 
time 
(in months) 

48 
32 
38 
27 
42 
23 

2 
57 
44-
56 

28 
o 
o 
o 

39 
o 

31 
56 
92 
59 
xx 
24 
xx 
xx 

IliUTE: x.x signifies that the death penalty was illegal during the entire year. 
1 Convictions for multiple offenses include one murder burglary in California; one murder aggravated battery in Illinois; one murder aggravated 

assault in Kansas; one murder assault, one murder rape robbery, and two murder robberies in Maryland; one rape burglary in North Carolina; and 
one murder kidnaping in I'lashington. 

2 Unlike the counterpart. table in previous NPS reports, this table includes prisoners who were transferred to mental institutions, distributed 
as fo2.1o~lS: Indiana (one white, sentenced for murder), Louisiana (one black, sentenced for murder), and California (one \vhite, sentenced for 

\ , ' 

murder) .. 
:; Death penalty partially abolished; see Table 16 for provisions that apply. 

, \ 
j 

\ 
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Table lOa. Characteristics of prisoners under sentence of death in the United states r by state: December 31, 1972 

Race Offense1 Median elapsed 
Median Assault by time 

Region and state Total White Bla.ck Other age Murder Rape Kidnaping Robbery life prisoner Burglary (in months) 

Total state 2330 162 167 1 30 297 26 3 1 3 0 37 

Northeast 43 20 23 0 33 43 0 0 0 0 0 52 
Maine xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx 
New Ham~shire 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Vermont 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
t·:assachusetts 23 12 11 0 32 23 0 0 0 0 0 L~7 
Rtode Island3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Connecticut 3 2 1 0 37 3 0 0 0 0 0 61 
Hew York3 3 1 2 0 21 3 0 0 0 0 0 8 
He:·, ,Jersey4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Pennsylvania 14- 5 9 0 33 14- 0 0 0 0 0 63 

North Central 43 23 20 0 31 43 0 0 0 0 0 45 
Ohio 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

..... Indiana. 7 5 2 0 36 7 0 0 0 0 0 122 .... 
' ~ f-' 

Illi..l1ois 28 15 13 0 30 28 0 0 0 0 0 1+8 
1-1ichigan :xx xx x,'{ xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx. xx ~ 
~visconsin xx. .xx xx. xx xx. xx xx xx xx xx xx. xx 

·1 
HiP.nesota xx xx. xx xx .xx xx , xx xx xx xx. xx xx 
IOvia xx. xx. xx xx xx xx xx xx. xx xx xx xx 
r,fissouri 7 2 5 0 30 7 0 0 0 0 0 11+ . I North Dakota3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
South Dakota 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Nebraska 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

\ 

Kansas 1 1 0 0 24 1 0 0 0 0 0 17 

South 146 46 100 0 30 119 26 0 1 0 0 47 
Delaware 3 2 1 0 32 3 0 0 0 0 0 35 
MarY'land 22 4 18 0 36 17 5 0 0 0 0 79 
District of Columbia 3 1 2 0 32 3 0 0 0 0 0 21 
Virginia 4 2 2 0 30 4 0 0 0 0 0 53 
West Virginia xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx y..x xx . 
North Carolina 7 1 6 0 -21 5 2 0 0 0 0 8 

~ South Carolina 1 0 1 0 38 0 1 0 0 0 0 41 

~ 

r 
~ 

I i ~ 
I ~ I ~~ r~ I 

I,' 
:: .~! 
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Table lOa. Characteristics of prisoners under sentence of death in the United states, by State: December 31, 1972 
J 

Race Offense1 Median elapsed \. 
Median Assault by ti:ne 

Region and State Total ~oJhite Bls;ck Other age Murder Rape Kidnaping Robbery life prisoner Burglary (in months) 

Total state 8 330 162 167 1 30 297 26 3 1 3 0 37 

northeast 43 20 23 0 33 43 0 0 0 0 0 52 
Maine xx xx xx. xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx x..x 
I'Je\'1 Hampshire 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

3 Vermont 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
l·;assachusetts 23 12 11 0 32 23 0 0 0 0 0 L~7 
Rhode Island3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Connecticut 3 2 1 0 37 3 0 0 0 0 0 61 
NG\v Yor}~ 3 1 2 0 21 3 0 0 0 0 0 $ 
New IJersey4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
PEmnsylvania D+ 5 9 0 33 14 0 0 0 0 0 63 

North Central 43 23 20 0 31 43 0 0 0 0 0 45 
Ohio 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

1: Indiana 7 5 2 0 36 7 0 0 0 0 0 122 

i Illinois 2$ 15 13 0 30 28 0 0 0 0 0 4$ 
rl.ichigan .xx .xx :xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx: 
i'lisconsin xx .XX xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx ~ 

Ninnesota xx xx xx xx xx xx i' xx xx :xx xx xx xx 
IOl:7a xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx :xx xx xx xx 
Hissouri 7 2 5 0 30 7 0 0 0 0 0 14 
North Dakota3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Sout.h Dakota 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

: ~ Nebraska 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Kansas 1 1 0 0 24 1 0 0 0 0 0 17 

South 146 4·6 100 0 30 119 26 0 1 0 0 47 
Delai1are 3 2 1 0 32 3 0 0 0 0 0 35 
Maryland 22 4 1$ 0 36 17 5 0 0 0 0 79 \! 
District of Columbia 3 1 2 0 32 3 0 0 0 0 0 21 

~ Virginia 4 2 2 0 30 l~ 0 0 0 0 0 53 
I'lest Virginia xx xx xx xx :xx xx: xx xx xx xx xx xx I North Carolina 7 1 6 0 21 5 2 0 0 0 0 $ 
South Ce.ro1ina 1 0 1 0 3$ 0 1 0 0 0 0 41 

" , 

I' 
I, f~ 

1'>.'j 
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Table lOa. Characteristics of prisoners under sentence of death in the United states, by State: December 31, 1972--continued 

Region and State 

Georgia 
Florida 
Kentucky 
Teru1essee 
Alabama 
Bississippi 
Arkansas 
Louisiana 
Oklahoma 
Texas 

\iest 
l<10ntana 
Idaho 
Wyoming 
Colorado 
Net'l Hexic03 

Arizona 
Utah 
Nevada 
ltJashir:gton 
Ore,:'!'on 
C1°if .4 a ornl.a 
Alaska' 
Ha"';aii 

Total 

15 
7 

20 
o 

20 
1 
4 

31 
4 
4 

98 
o 
o 
o 
1 
o 

10 
3 
o 
3 

xx 
81 
xx 
xx 

Race 

1JIhite Black 

7 
2 

10 
o 
5 
o 
4 
3 
1 
L~ 

73 
o 
o 
o 
1 
o 
7 
3 
o 
3 

xx 
59 
xx 
xx 

8 
5 

10 
o 

15 
1 
o 

28 
3 
o 

24 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
3 
o 
o 
o 

xx 
21 
xx 
xx 

Median 
Other age Murder Rape 

o 
6 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
1 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

xx 
1 

xx 
xx 

26 
32 
31 
o 

29 
22 
25 
29 
30 
40 
29 
o 
o 
o 

33 
o 

25 
3l~ 
o 

33 
xx 
29 
xx 
xx 

12 
3 

20 
o 

16 
1 
4 

24 
4 
3 

92 
o 
o 
o 
1 
o 

10 
3 
o 
3 

xx 
75 
xx 
xx 

3 
4 
o 
o 
3 
o 
o 
7 
o 
1 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

xx 
o 

xx 
xx 

Offense1 Med:Lan elapsed 
Assault by tim(~ 

Kidnaping Robbery life prisoner Burglary (in months) 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
3 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

xx 
3 

xx 
xx 

o 
o 
o 
o 
1 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

xx 
o 

xx 
xx 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
3 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

xx 
3 

xx 
xx 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

xx 
o 

xx 
xx 

----
Ll-3 
55 
45 
o 

33 
12 

.' 13 
49 
62 
76 
31 
o 
o 
o 

25 
o 

27 
68 
o 

3/+ 
xx 
30 
xx 
xx 

HOTE: xx signifies that the death penalty was illegal during the entire year. 
1 Convictions for multiple offenses include one murder burglary in California; one murder aggravated battery in Illinois; one murder aggravated 

assault in Kansas; one murder assaultr one murder rape robbery, and two murder robberies in Maryland; one murder burglary in North Carolinaj and 
one murder kidnap:LYlg in H:1shington. 

2 Unlike the counterpu.rt table in previous NPS reports, this table includes ~risoners who have been transferred to mental institutions cr who 
have escaped, distributeel uS folloVls: Indiana ( one white, sentenced for murder), Louisiana (one black, sentenced fOr murder) j and District of 
Colur.1bia (one black, sentenced for murder). 

:3 Death penalty partia11y abolished; see Table 16 for provisions that apply. 
4: Death penalty abolished during part of year; see Table 16. 

_____________________ ~~..:;:;;;,~'""%~t=~ ______________________________________________________________________ -lI 





.. ~~:. :·"r . ~,~:.: ~ ... ! ~,r ~~' ',t: ... t " ~' , .... ~ ~l: f~j "'~~ fl·<~'J: J'.~ c f.,,~· ,: (.!!~ '"11 1. ')t/ l-cont,inucJ , . . ~. 
~ 

..) ... , 

<0' ~"-""4 ............ \M'. __ . ____ --,.., --.-
f'. rr.~~ {in ~vcnrsl 

55 and Median 
-. .- '.: .1 Gtat0 Total Under 20 20-24- 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-41+ 45-49 50-54 over UnknoiID age 

;.: '.~(~ 22 1 6 7 1 4 2 1 0 0 0 28 
F:~:rid~ 84 5 25 16 16 8 7 2. 3 2 0 28 
~~c;-.:'ucky 19 0 5 2 7 1 1 1 1 1 0 32 
Tt2;J"lessee 18 0 5 3 6 2 1 1 0 0 0 32 
Alabama 33 0 6 10 6 3 3 2 1 2 0 30 
Mis sis sippi 7 0 3 2 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 29 
Arkansas 3 1 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 32 
Louisiana 45 2 12 12 9 5 2 2 1 0 0 29 
Oklahoma 11 0 4 6 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 r),.., 

.:.. { 

Texas 38 0 7 8 12 4 1 1 2 2 1 30 

West 144- 2 30 37 29 17 15 7 2 5 0 31 
l·iontana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Idaho 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
i';:ioming 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

'"--- Colorado 2 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 32 +-
r:81;[ If,exico2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Arizona 17 1 8 2 2 1 1 0 0 2 0 24 
U"tr:h 4 0 0 1 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 30 
~:'3 ... tada 8 0 0 2 1 3 0 2 0 0 0 36 
1:; 2. 2.1"'~ir .. gton 8 0 3 2 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 26 
Or'2scn y..x xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx 
California 105 1 19 30 20 12 13 5 2 3 0 30 
Lls.::i-:a xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx 
}!.:"i\·:aii x,'X xx xx xx y.x xx xx xx xx xx xx xx 

"'.'r,-.~..". . ... ,. that t !'~C dc:).th penalty ~'las illegal during the entire year. to ~'v ';"..:., • : ... ..;: :; J.. ~Lll.Le~ 
1 

Ur~li}:e the Gounterrtlrt table in previous NPS reports, this table includes prisoners who have been transferred to mental institut~ons, distributed 
as tollm·iS : Indiana, Lcuisiana, and California. 

:3 Death penalty partially abolished; see Table 16 for provisions that apply. 

i 1 
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December 31, 1972 I~ Table lla. Prisoners under sentence of death, by age and State: I~ 
VJ 

tl~ 

Age {in ;'leal's} ~" 
t,ll 

55 and Hedian ~~ 

over UnknO\ffi age 
,.: 

Region and State Total Under 20 20-24 25-29 30-34 35--39 40-~·4 45-49 50-54 : : 

'" 
~. 

Total state 1330 7 56 99 72 40 24 15 8 9 0 30 ~; 
,",J 

r 
8 9 4 

, 
I';ortheast 43 1 7 9 1 2 2 0 33 · i 

" Haine xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx r.: 
• NeN HamEshire 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ". 

l' Vermont 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 f' ~ · , Massachusetts 23 1 4 4 5 3 1 1 2 2 0 32 t~ 
Rhode Is1and2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 i~ 

;~ . 

COI1~'1ecticut 3 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 37 
• r 

U Ne\"T Yor0 J 0 2 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 21 ;" r' Neu Jersey3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 }~.' 
I, 

Permsylvania 14 0 1 4 3 4 2 0 0 0 0 33 (.,1 

r' t .; 

North Central 43 0 7 12 11 4 5 3 0 1 0 31 }' ;.( 

Ohio 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 \;1 
;"'., 

• • ~t 

Indiana 7 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 0 36 : ~:': e:; Illinois 28 0 4 9 8 2 4 1 0 0 0 30 ~!l 
1'1ichigan ~. xx xx x,x xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx ' "I 

0: ,; Wisconsin xx xx xx xx x,-x xx xx xx xx xx xx xx ' . · l'lirmesota :xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx y..x f, . 
:~ '. 

IO~'Ja xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx < ~ 

I.: Nissouri 7 0 1 2 2 1 0 1 0 0 0 30 " • North Dakota2 0 i) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ,,", 

South Dakota 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 , . 
Nebraska 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 I' r 

Tr '" 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 24-I\.o.!!5Clil!!.t~ 
aihl.,'ls!i'A 

146 42 3L~ 14 7 8 4 0 30 ... ;:io.uth 5 27 5 
~'Y Delaware 3 0 0 0 2 0 1 0 0 0 0 32 

j'!aryland 22 0 2 5 3 5 1 2 2 2 0 36 ~..- ' 

District of Columbia 3 0 0 1 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 29 
Virginia 4 0 0 "~. 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 30 iG 

~JGst Virginia xx xx xx xx xx xx xx y..x xx xx xx xx 
I;orth Carolina 7 3 3 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 21 
South Carolina 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 38 

.. . 
, , 

___ ":;tu'" _________________________________________ " ____ _ 



Table 11a. Prisoners under sentence of death, by age and State: December 31, 1972--continued 

Age (in years) 

Region and state Total Under 20 20-24 25-29 35-39 40-44 45-49 50-54 
55 and 
over Unkno"Nn 

Median 
age 

---------- --------------------------_.------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Georgia 
Florida 
Kentucky 
Tennessee 
Alabama 
Nississippi 
Arkansas 
Louisiana 
Oklahoma 
Texas 

\~est 
Montana 
Idaho 
Nyoming 
Colore.do 
New Ivlexic02 

Arizona 
Utah 
Nevada 
Washington 
Oregon 
California3 

Alaska 
P.a~;aii 

15 
7 

20 
20 
o 
1 
4 

31 
4 
4 

98 
o 
o 
o 
1 
o 

10 
3 
o 
3 

xx 
81 
xx 
xx 

o 
o 
1 
o 
o 
o 
1 
o 
o 
o 
1 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

xx 
1 

xx 
xx 

2 
1 
4 
o 
4 
1 
1 
8 
1 
o 

15 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
4 
o 
o 
1 

xx 
10 
xx 
xx 

9 
2 
3 
o 
8 
o 
1 
9 
o 
1 

37 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
3 
o 
o 
o 

xx 
34 

xx 

2 
2 
6 
o 
2 
o 
1 
9 
3 
1 

18 
o 
o 
o 
1 
o 
2 
3 
o 
1 

xx 
11 
xx 
xx 

o 
2 
2 
o 
2 
o 
o 
2 
o 
o 

13 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
1 

xx 
12 
xx 

, xx 

2 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
2 
o 
o 
8 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
1 
o 
o 
o 

xx 
7 

xx 
xx 

o 
o 
2 
o 
3 
o 
o 
o 
o 
1 

3 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

xx 
3 

xx 
xx 

o 
o 
1 
o 
1 
o 
o 
1 
o 
o 
1 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

xx 
1 

xx 
xx 

o 
o 
1 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
1 

2 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

xx 
2 

xx 
xx 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

xx 
o 

xx 
xx 

26 
32 
31 
o 

29 
22 
25 
29 
30 
40 

29 
o 
o 
o 

33 
o 

25 
34 
o 

33 
xx 
29 
xx 
xx 

---------,-----------------------------~-----------------------------------------------------------------------,---------------------------
NOTE: Y.JC signifies that the death P?na1ty \vas i11egal'during the entire year. 

J, Unlike the counterpart table in previous NPS reports, this table includes prisoners who have been transferred to mental institutions or \vho 
have escaped, distributed as fol1.oVl8: Indiana, Louisiana, and the District of Columbia • 
. 2 Death pen&lty partially abolished; see Table 16 for provisions that apply. 

3 Death penalty abolished during part of year; see Table 16. 
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Elapsed time for prisoners under sentence of death, by state: December 31, 1971 
I~:~~ ~ 

Table 12. d 
I.; 

'::~'~ 
"} 

Elapsed time (iJ;. months} 
, 

Med=.an elapsed 
3 and 97 and timH 

Region and state Total under 4-6 7-12 13-18 19-24 25-36 37-48 49-60 61-72 73-84 85-96 over (in months) 

Total state 1620 32 14 54 54 59 80 76 68 52 38 27 66 40 

~;ortheast 44 1 0 3 4 1 3 7 3 3 3 5 11 61 
Haine xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx ! : : ,\ 

ne~·; Ham~shire 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 11-;.5 
Vermont 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

'. j 
l-ia.ssachusetts 16 1 0 1 2 0 1 5 1 0 1 3 1 l~l t 

, it 

I.hode Islancf 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Co:-mecticut L~ 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 1 55 ;1 

r!e;'l York~ 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 12 ;;j 
f ~ I. 

Nevi Jersey 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Pelmsylvania 21 0 0 1 1 1 2 2 1 2 2 2 7 74 

North Central 98 5 3 5 9 12 20 13 10 4 8 3 6 34 
Ohio 50 2 2 4 8 6 9 6 6 2 5 0 0 27 
Indiana 7 1 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 4 110 

t:; Illinois 28 0 0 0 0 5 7 5 3 1 2 3 2 LI-1 
Hichigan xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx 
l'Jisconsjn y...x x,'C xx. xx xx xx xx. xx xx xx xx. xx xx xx 
Nir.ncsota y..x xx xx xx y.x xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx 
IO:la xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx. xx xx 
Hissouri 11 2 0 1 1 1 3 1 0 1 1 0 0 27 
North Dakota2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
South Dakota 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
r~e0raska 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 57 
Kansas 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 

South 33LI- 20 7 25 23 28 36 41 42 3~. 22 -16 40 45 
DelatJare 3 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 23 
t·Taryland 22 1 0 2 0 3 1 0 1 4 1 0 9 67 
District of 
Colw:lbia 2 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 20 

VirGinia 9 1 0 0 0 3 0 0 3 1 0 1 0 58 
~iest Virgi..l1ia y.x xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx x,'C xx xx xx xx 
North Carolina 10 2 0 3 2 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 11 
South Carolina 8 0 0 0 0 1 1 2 1 1 2 0 0 50 



Table 12. Elapsed time for prisoners under sentence of death, by state: December 31, 1971-continued 

E1~sed time (in months~ Median elapsed 
3 and 97 and time 

Region and state 'l'ota1 under h-6 7-12· 13-18 19-24 25-.36 37-4[5 h9-60 61-72 7.3-84 85-96 over (in months) 

Georgia 22 1 0 0 0 2. 3 5 5 1 5 0 0 h8 
Florida $l~ 8 .3 7 6 10 10 6 5 7 6 2 14 32 
Kentuch'Y 19 0 0 0 5 1 2 6 2 0 0 0 3 38 
Tennessee 18 0 0 6 1 2 2 1 0 5 1 0 0 27 
Alabama 33 2 1 .3 .3 2 4 4 1 1 1 7 4 l1-2 
Hississippi 7 1 0 1 1 1 0 1 0 0 1 1 0 23 
Ar}:ansas .3 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 
Louisiana 45 0 1 2 2 1 6 7 10 2 2 3 9 57 
Oklahoma 11 0 0 0 2 1 0 5 2 1 0 0 0 44 
Texas ,38 2 1 0 0 0 .3 L~ 12 11 2 2 1 56 

Hest 14h 6 4· 21 18 1$ 21 15 1.3 11 5 3 9 28 
Hontana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Idaho 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Hyoming 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

~ . 11 .... ~ Colorado 2 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 39 "& He;', Mexico2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 :' l Arizona 17 1 0 4 0 2 2 0 1 2 0 1 4 31 
Utah 4 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 1 56 I'il 

\ ' .~ 
Nevada 8 0 1 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 1 0 4 92 j. 

\';ashington 8 0 0 1 1 0 .3 1 2 0 0 0 0 59 !h 
ff Oregon 
, 

xx xx :xx xx xx xx xx: xx xx xx xx xx xx xx , 
} 

California 105 5 3 16 15 16 14 lit· 8 8 4 2 0 24 ~; 

~: 
Alaska xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx ,I,' 

H.s;·:aii xx xx xx x,x xx xx xx xx xx xx xx :xx xx xx t 
i: 
).. 

NO'IZ: xx signifies that the death penalty \'JaS illegal during the entire year. ~ ~! , \ 

l Unlike the counterpart table in previous NPS reports, this table includes prisoners who have been transferred to mental institutions, distributed · · . I.,', 

as fol1oi'JS: Indiana, Louisiana, and California. ;, "~ 

2 Death penalty partially abolished; see Table 16 for provisions that apply. 
· . 
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Table 12a. Elapsed time for prisoners under sentence of death, by State: December 31, 1972 

ElaEsed time (in monthsL Median elapsed 
3 and 97 and time 

Region and State Total under L~-6 7-12 13-18 19-24 25-36 37-L~8 49-60 61-72 73-84 85-96 over (in months) 

Total State 1330 5 7 35 20 34 61 35 36 21 18 12 46 37 

Northeast 43 0 1 8 2 3 4 2 6 4 1 3 9 52 
IITaine xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx 
lIew Hampshire 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Verr"ont2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Nassachusetts 23 0 1 6 1 1 2 1 5 1 0 1 4 47 
Rhode Island2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ." 
Connecticut 3 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 1 61 
Ne;'l York2 3 0 0 2 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 8 
Hew Jersel 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 .' 

Pennsylvania J1~ 0 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 2 1 2 4 63 . 

North Centr-al 43 1 0 7 4 0 5 7 6 2 1 2 8 45 
Ohio 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

1:- Indiana 7 0 0 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 122 
'0 

Illinois 28 1 0 2 0 0 5 6 5 2 1 2 4 L~S 

lvlichigan xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx 
~'risconsin xx xx xx x,"'{ xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx :h.'iC 

. Hinnesota xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx 
IO~ia xx xx xx xx xx. xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx 
Nissouri 7 0 0 3 2 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 14 
North Dakota2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
South Dakota 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Nebraska 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Kansas 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 17 

South 146 4 6 14 7 11 18 15 17 11 11 6 26 47 
Delaware 3 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 1 0 35 
1\1aryland 22 0 0 0 1 3 3 1 0 1 4 0 9 79 
District of Columbia 3 0 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 21 
Virginia 4 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 1 53 
\';e3t Virginia xx xx x,"'{ xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx 
North Carolina 7 2 1 3 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 8 
South Carolina 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 41 i 

I 
~ 
{~ 
,?~ ~ 

~ .. '1 ..... , ' .... :", ..... ,..~:t"'<';;I"";" """''til ~ ~~ ...... ~ ~nP"...-"'~~{'" ~!' .' •. ~?t~~ 
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Table 12a. Elapsed time for prisoners under sentence of death, by state: December 31, 1972--continued 

Ela12sed time (in monthsl Median elapsed 
3 and 97 and time 

Region and state Total under h-6 7-12 13-18 19-2L~ 25-36 37-h8 ~~9-60 61-72 73-84 85-96 over (in months) 

Georgia 15 0 3 1 1 0 0 3 2 1 1 3 0 43 
Florida 7 0 0 1 0 0 1 1 1 0 1 0 2 55 
Kentucky 20 1 0 1 0 0 6 2 5 2 0 0 3 45 
Tennessee 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 O. 
Alabama 20 0 0 3 2 4 3 1 3 1 0 0 3 33 
Nississippi 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 12 
Arkansas 4 0 0 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 13 
Louisiana 31 0 1 2 1 2 2 5 4 3 2 2 7 49 
Oklahoma 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 1 1 0 0 62 
'l'exas 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 1 0 1 76 

\'Jest 98 0 0 6 7 20 34 11 7 4 5 1. 3 31 
Hontana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Idaho 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Nyomi.l1g 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

\J1 Colorado 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 25 0 
lIm'l Nexic02 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Arizona, 10 0 0 0 1 4. 2 0 .0 0 2 0 1 27 
utah 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 1 68 
Nevada 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
\'lashington 3 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 34 
Oregon xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx 
Ca1ifornia3 81 0 0 6 6 15 30 10 7 2 3 1 1 30 
Alaska xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx y..x xx xx xx xx xx 
Hauaii xx .xx: xx xx xx x.."{ xx xx xx xx xx y..x xx xx 

NOTE: xx signifies that the death penalty was illegal during the entire year. 
1 UnlD<e the counterpart table in previous NPS reports, this table includes prisoners who have been transferred to mental institutions or who 

have escaped, distributed as folloi'ls: Indiana, Louisiana, and the District of Columbia. 
2 Death penalty partially abolished; see Table 16 for provisions that apply. 
3 Death penalty abolished during part of year; see 'l'able 16. 
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Table 13. Prisoners under sentence of death, by State, offense, and race: December 31, 1971 

-.-
Assault by Year received 

Total of:enses1 Murder RaRe Kidnaping Robbery _ life Rrisoner Burglary 19'ii- Prior ;years 
Region 8l1d State Totald \'Jhi te Black White Black White Black White Black White Black White Black White Black 1/fhi te Black White Black 

Total State 3620 291 325 275 260 8 63 5 0 2 1 1 1. 0 0 46 50 245 275 

Northeast 41+ 23 21 21 21 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 21 19 
I·Iaine xx xx xx xx xx x.'\: :xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx 
NeVI Hampshire 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 
Vermont4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Hassachusetts 16 10 6 10 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 9 5 
Rhode Island4. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Connecticut 4 2 2 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 
New Yor0 1 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

~ 
0 1 0 0 0 

Nel'/ Jersey 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Pennsylvania 21 8 13, 8 13 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 8 12 

North Central 98 52 46 52 46 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 6 45 40 " .i 

\J1 Ohio 50 24 26 24 26 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 3 19 23 f-l. 
Indiana 7 7 0 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ,0 0 0 0 1 0 6 0 
Illinois 28 15 13 15 13 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 15 13 
t-1ichigan :xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx 
\~j sconsin xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx Y ... 'C xx xx xx xx xx xx xx. 
Ninnesota xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx 
I 0'.-: 2- :xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx 
Nissouri o 11 4 7 4 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 4 4 
North Dakota4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
South Dakota 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Nebraska 1 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 
Kansas 1 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 C 1 0 0 0 

South 3334 110 222 100 158 8 63 0 0 2 1 0 0 0 0 14 38 96 18h 
DelawDre 3 2 1 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 1 
MarylaYJ.d < 22 h 18 h 13 0 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 4- 16 
District of Columbia 2 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 
Virginia 39 3 5 3 3 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 5 
Hest Virginia .):x xx xx xx xx xx x..~ xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx· 
North Carolina 310 3 6 3 5 0 1 0 Q 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 3 2 
South Carolina 8 2 6 2 3 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 6 
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Table 13. Prisom::l'5 under sentence of death, by State, offense, and race: December 31, 1971-continued I 
i~ 

---- ... _--- . 
Assault by Year received 

Total offenses1 Murder Ra£e .KidnaEing Robber;y: life :erisone,r Burg:j.ary 1271 !rior years 
Region and State Total~ White Black Hhite Black \llhi te Black White Black White Black White Black 1:Jhi te Black \~hite Black vJhi te Black 

Georgia 22 6 16 4 9 2 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 6 15 
Florida 84 25 59 21 4.2 4 17 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 11 iB 4B 
Kentucky 19 11 8 11 8 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0' 0 0 0 2 11 6 
Tennessee 18 3 15 3 10 0 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 5· 2 10 
Alabama 33 12 21 12 15 0 5 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 3 4 9 17 
l1ississippi 7 1 6 1 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 1 4 
Arkansas 3 2 1 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 :2 1 0 0 
Louisiana 45 6 39 6 25 0 14 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 6 36 
O!dahoma 11 7 4 7 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 4 
Texas 38 22 16 18 12 2 h 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 21 14 ::' 

,I 

Ivest 31M- 106 36 102 35 0 0 3 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 23 4 B3 32 '~ 

Montana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
\J1 Idaho 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ,. 
~.J Hyoming 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Colorado 2 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 
New l-1exic04 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 .Q 0 0 0 
Arizona 17 12 5 12 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 2 9 3 
Utah L~ 4 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 
Nevada 8 8 0 8 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 7 0 
VI' as hing ton 8 6 2 6 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 5 2 
Oregon xx xx xx xx xx xx xx x.."'{ xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx 
California 3105 75 28 71 27 0 0 3 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 18 2 57 26 
Alaska xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx. xx xx xx. xx xx xx xx xx. xx xx xx 
Ha:mii xx xx xx xx xx x.."{ xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx 

NOTE: xx signifies that the death penalty was illegal during the entire year. 
1 Convictions for multiple offenses include one murder burglary in California; one murder aggravated battery in Illinois; one murder aggravated 

'. ~. assault j.n Kan~asi one murder assault, one murder rape robbery, and two murder robberies in Maryland; one rape burglary in North Oarolina; and 
one murder kidnaping in vJashington. 

2 Unlike the counterpart table in previous NPS reports, this table includes prisoners who have been transferred to mental institutions, distributed 
as follovlS: Indiana (one vlhi te, sentenced for murder), Louisiana (one black, sentenced for murder), and California (one white, sentenced for murder). 

3 Black and white do not add to total because total column includes four members of other races distributed as follows; 
sentenced for murder), North Carolina (one inmate sentenced for rape), California (two inmates sentenced for murder). 

Virginia (one inmate 

4 Death penalty partially abolished; see Table 16 for provisions that apply. 



Table 13a. Prisoners under sentence of death, by State, offense, and race: December 31, 1972 



- Table 13a. Prisoners under sentence of death, by State, offense, and race: December 31, 1972--continued 

Total offenses1 
Assault by Y,ea,r.x:eceived 

Murder ,RaEe Kici'1.ap,ing Robbery life prisoner Burgls 1972 Prior :vear~ 
--fut'aI~ "-'-

Region and St.ate White Black White Black White ' Black White Black WtLi.te Black White Black \~hite Blt.';k lllhi.te Black Vlhit.e Black 

Georgia 15 7 8 5 7 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 1 4 7 
Florida 7 2 5 1 2 1 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 5 
Kentucky 20 10 10 10 10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 10 8 
TermtssE:e 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 !, 

Alabama 20 5 15 5 11 0 3 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 2 5 13 
Mississippi 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 
Arkansas 4 4 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 2 0 
Louisia.'1a 31 3 28 3 21 0 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 3 25 
Oklahoma 4 1 3 1 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 3 
Texas 4 4 0 3 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 

\<Jest 398 73 t1 
24 68 23 0 0 3 0 0 0 2 1 0 0 3 1 70 23 

Hontana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
... '1 Idaho 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
~;- Wyoming 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Colorado 1 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 
Hevr Hexic04 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
tcrizor'.a 10 7 3 7 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 3 

I' L' ~\- 3 3 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 "".;;I..".. 

I; '·~~l & ... j a 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1~Ja5hington 3 3 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 
Oregon :xx :xx xx xx :xx :xx xx xx xx xx xx xx :xx :xx xx :xx xx xx xx 
Californicf 881 59 21 54 20 0 0 3 0 0 0 2 1 0 0 3 1 56 20 
lUaska xx xx xx y.x xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx Xy J • 

Ha~\raii y.x xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx x..x xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx xx 

NOTE: xx signifies that the death penalty 1'laS illegal during the entire year. , 
"- Convictions for multiple offenses include one murder burglary in California; one murder aggravated battery in Illinois; one murder aggravated assault in 

l:£.!:sas; c::e r.:urder assault, one rnurder rape robbery, and tv-70 murder robberies in Maryland; one murder burglary in North Carolinaj ar"J. one murder kidnaping 
:t_~ t1 a~ rl~n~:;ton. 

:: Unlike the counterpart table in previous NPS reports, this table includes prisoners who have been transferred to mental institutions or 1tlho have escaped, 
distributed as fol101,oIS: Indiana (one i'lhite, sentenced for murder), Louisiana (one black, sentenced for murder), and District of Columbia (one black, sentenced 
4"-,.".. T"'''r'''''''') .;.......... ~H_ ' ... 1........ • 

,3 Bl3.ck and I'..rhite do not add to total because total cohunn indicates one oriental sentenced for rr~rder in California. 
4, :rc-::.. l.:: penalty partially abolishedj see Table 16 for provisions that apply. 

" 
0- D,?:::.:t: penalty abolished during part of year'j see Table 16. .! 
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Table 14. Women bxecuted under civil authority in the United States, by year, offense, race and State: 1930-72* 

(Includes State and Federal executions) 

Offense Race 
Year Total Murder Otherl White Black State in which executed 

All years 32 30 2 20 12 ••• e 

1962 1 1 0 1 0 Oalifornia 
1957 1 1 0 1 0 Alabama 
1955 1 1 0 1 0 Oalifornia 
1954 2 2 0 1 1 Ohio 
1953 3 1 2 3 0 Alabama, Federal (Missouri and New York) 

, 
i' 
, 
l; 

• f .. ' 
, ~ 

1951 1 1 0 1 0 Ne\'1 York 
1947 2 2 0 1 1 Oalifornia, South Oarolina 
1946 1 1 0 0 1 Pennsylvania 
1945 1 1 0 0 1 Georgia 

V1 1944- 3 3 0 0 3 Mississippi, New York, North Oarolina 
1,.11 

1943 3 3 0 1 2 South Oarolina, Mississippi, North Oarolina 
1942 1 1 0 1 0 Louisiana 
1%.1 1 1 0 1 0 Oalifornia 
1938 2 2 0 2 0 Illinois, Ohio 
1937 1 1 0 0 1 Mississippi 

1936 1 1 0 1 0 New York 
1935 3 3 0 2 1 Delaware 
1934 1 1 0 1 0 New York 
1931 1 1 0 1 0 Pennsylvania 
1930 2 2 0 1 1 Arizona, Alabama 

1 Includes 'one kidnaping and one espionage case (both Federal). 
* No executions since 1962. 



Table 15. Fedel'al executions in 'I:,he United States, by year, offense, race and State: 1930-72-* 

, 

~ 
Offense 

•. ~ce Year Total Murder Kidnapingl Other2 White Negro Americ an Indian State in which executed 
All years 33 15 6 12 28 3 2 •••• 

1963 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 Iowa 
1957 2 0 0 2 2 0 0 Georgia 1956 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 Missouri 1954 1 1 0 0 1 0 0 New York 1953 4- 0 2 2 4 0 0 MissourJ. (2), New York (2) 1950 1. 1 0 0 0 1 0 Alaska 
1948 5 5 0 0 3 2 0 California (.3), Alaska (1), Florida (1) 
1945 1 1 0 0 1 0 0 Wyoming 1943 1 1 0 0 1 0 0 Tennessee 

v; 
1942 6 0 0 6 6 0 0 District of Columbia 

c--

1939 1 1 0 0 0 0 1 Alaska 1938 5 2 1 2 5 0 0 Kansas (2), Illinois (1), Indiana (1), Michigan (1) 
19.36 3 2 1 0 2 0 1 Indirula (1), Arizona (1), Oklahoma (1) 19.30 1 1 0 0 1 0 0 Kansas 1 

Under the Federal kidnaping statute prior to 1968, the death penalty could be imposed if the victim 'flaS not released unharmed. 
In all of the cases in this table but the one in 1936, the victim "\'las killed by the kidnaper. 

2 Includes 2 cases of rape on a Federal reservation (1957), 2 cases of espionage 
(1953), 6 cases of sabotage (1942), and 2 cases of bank robbery, 

"lith homicide (1938). 
* No executions since 1963. 



Table 16. Legal sL!ltus of the death penalty in the United states: 1846-1972 

Region and State 

Federal 

Northeast 
I·faine 
New Hampshire 
Vermont 
Massachusetts 
Rhode Island 
Connecticut 
New York 
NeVi Jersey 
Pennsy Iv ani a 

North Central 
Ohio 
Indiana 
Illinois 
Michigan 
Wisconsin 
Minnesota 
ImoJa 
Hissouri 
North Da}i;:ota 
South Da:cota 
Nebraska 
Kal1sas 

South 
Delaware 
Maryland 
District of Columbia 
Virginia ., 
\-Jest Virginia 
North Carolina 
South Carolina 

""-'~-"''''.''~' ''''~\'''''~'''~~' 

Status on 
December 31, 1972 

Legal 

Abolished 
Legal 
Partially abolished2 

Legal 
Partially abolished3 

Legal 
Partially abolished4 

Abolished 
Legal 

Legal 
Legal 
Legal 
Abolished 
Abolished 
Abolished 
Abolished 
Legal 
Partially abolisheds 
Legal 
Legal 
Legal 

Legal 
Legal 
Legal 
Legal 
Abolished 
Legal 
Legal 

History of actions taken 

Abolished 1876; restored 1883i reabolished 1887 

Partially abolished 19652 

Partially abolished 18523 

Partially abolished 19694 

Abolished January 1972 

Partially abolished 184~j abolished 1963 
Abolished 1953 
Abolished 1911 
Abolished 1872; restored 1878; reabolished 1965 
Abolished 1917; restored 1919 
Partially abolished 19156 

Abolished 1915; restored 1939 

Abolished 1907; restored 1935 

Abolished 1958; restored 1961 

Abolished 1965 

Method of execution in 1972 

1 

xx 
Hanging 
Electrocution 
Electrocution 
Hanging 
Electrocution 
Electrocution 
xx 
Electrocution 

Electrocution 
Electrocution 
Electrocution 
xx 
Y~x. 

xx 
xx 
Lethal gas 
Hanging 
Electrocution 
Electroc:ution 
Hanging 

Hanging 
Lethal gas 
Electrocution 
Electrocution 
xx 
Lethal gas 
Electrocution 
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Table 16. Legal st&.tus of the death penalty in the United states: 184&-1972--cont:inued 

Status on 
Region and State December 31, 1972 

Georgia LeZAJ 
Florida Legal 
Kentucky Legal 
Tenness'ee Legal 
Alabama Legal 
~':ississippi Legal 
Arkansas Legal 
LGUisiana. Legal 
Oklahoma Legal 
Texas Legal 

Hest 
l:lontaua ' Legal 
Idaho Legal 
11yomir),g Legal 
Colorado Legal 
NevI He)dco Partially abolished8 

Arizona Legal 
utah Legal 
nevada Legal 
It; ashington Legal 
O:!:'egon Abolished 
California Legal 
Al:?\;3ka Abolished 
H':1',:aii Abolished 

NOTE: y.x signifies that the death penalty \'las illegal. 

History of actions taken 

Partially abolished 19157; restored 1919 

Abolished 1897; restored 1901 
Partially abolished 196~ 
Partially abolished 1916 ; restored 1918 

Abolished 1913; restored 1919 
Abolished 1914; restored 1920; reabolished 1964 
Abolished February 1972; restored November 1972 
Abolished 1957 
Abolished 1957 

"Legal" designates that the death penalty may be imposed for murder. 

Method of executiQn in 1972 

Electrocution 
Electrocution 
Electrocution 
Electrocution 
Electrocution 
Lethal gas 
Electrocution 
Electrocution 
Electrocution 
Electrocution 

Hanging 
Hanging 
Lethal gas 
Lethal gas 
Lethal gas 
Lethal gas 
Hanging or shooting 
Lethal gas 
Hanging 
xx 
Lethal gas 
xx 
xx 

1 Prior to June 19, 1937, Federal law required that all Federal executi.ons be carried out by hanging. From that date on, executions ordered by 
the Federal courts were carried out in accordance with the method used by the State in which the sentence is imposed. If the laws of that state 
prohibit capital punishment, the Federal court designates another State in which the sentence is to be carried out. 
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Z Death penalty retained for persons convicted of first-degree murder who commit a second trunrelated" murder, and for the first-degree murder 
of B..l1y lai'l enforcement officer or prison employee who is in the performance of the duties of his office. 

3 Death penalty retained for persons convicted of commi.tting mUl'der Itlhile serv-lng a life sentence for any offense. 
4 Death penalty ret.ained for persons found guilty of killing a peace of'f'icer who is act:Lng in line of' duty, and f'or pri.soners under a lile 

sentence t-lho murder a guard or inmate while in confinement. or while escaping f'rom confinement.. 
S Death penalty rc'.·tained f'01:' t.reason. Partial abolition was voted in 1846, but was not put. into ef'f'ect unti.l 1847. 
6 Death penalty retained for treason and for first-degree murder committed by a prisoner who is serving a life sentence f'or first-degree 

murder. . . 
7 Death penalty·retained for rape. 
8 Death penaltyrotained for the crime of kjlling a police officer or prison or jail guard while in the performance of his duties, and in 

cases where the jury recommends the death penalty and the defendant commits a second capital felony after time for due deliberation follolfJing 
commission of first capital felony. 

9 Death penalty r<::luined for treason. 
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